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Fear of the foreign 

         भय 

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) Amendments 

              (    य  )      य  (FCRA)        

 A fresh set of amendments to the FCRA aims to empower the Centre 
to take control of assets of recipients. 

FCRA                            य    र   य                         

 The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026. 

य      य  25      2026        भ            य   य   

 It proposes a framework for a “designated authority” to seize, 
manage and dispose assets of organisations losing FCRA licence. 

     ए  “      र       र ”                          य        ,        और 

        र      

 Once FCRA registration ends, the authority can take control of assets 
like schools, hospitals, places of worship. 

FCRA                         ,      ,                     य        य    

  य              

 This process is proposed to be automatic and instantaneous, without 
judicial determination. 

य     य      और   र            ,          य     य                       

 The Centre can withdraw FCRA permission and benefit from its own 
decision. 

                   र  य    भ उ            

 This is considered unfair in principle and procedure. 

           और    य                                  

 The FCRA was first enacted in 1976, re-enacted in 2010, and amended 
in 2020. 

FCRA          1976        ,     2010             , औ  2020                

 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED     04 April  2026 

04A India and Azerbaijan reset ties a year after Operation Sindoor row 

  र         र          ए          भ र  और   र                         

        य  

04A 
Ship carrying Iranian crude heading to India changes course to China 

  र               र भ र    र               ओर      

04A UNSC delays vote on authorising force to protect Strait of Hormuz 

 य ए ए                           र        ए     य    र            

04A Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar President; to be sworn in next week 

                    र    र               ;             थ      
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04A. India and Azerbaijan reset ties a year after Operation Sindoor row 

   र         र          ए          भ र  और   र                               

  य  

 After a year of tensions between India and Azerbaijan over Operation Sindoor, the 
governments decided to reset ties as senior officials met in Baku for the 6th round of Foreign 
Office consultations. 

   र         र              औ                  ए                    ,                          

                          य   य ,                                 य   य  र                   

  ए       

 The talks, held between Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) Secretary (West) Sibi George and 
Azerbaijan‟s Deputy Foreign Minister Elnur Mammadov on Friday are the first such talks 
since 2022, and after major differences over Azerbaijan-Pakistan and India-Armenia 
relations. 

                      य (MEA)         (    )           औ                            ए   र 

                 य        2022                         , औ  य    र     -        और 

भ र -     य                                       

 In a statement, the MEA said the two sides “comprehensively reviewed” the state of bilateral 
relations. 

 ए   य     , MEA                              य                    “          ”     

 “The issues discussed included trade, technology, tourism, pharmaceuticals, energy, 
culture, people-to-people exchanges and fight against cross-border terrorism,” the 
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statement added. 

  य            य            ए  ए              र,         ,  य   ,            ,     , 

      ,                  -     और        र                                 

 Azerbaijan has recently resumed crude oil exports, which make up 98% of the country‟s 
exports to India, while ONGC Videsh has a stake in oil and gas fields and an energy pipeline 

in the country. 

                                    य                    य    ,                       य       

98%   ,      ONGC                   औ                ए                                

 The reference to cross-border terrorism in the statement is significant as last year, New 

Delhi had been angered by Azerbaijan‟s protest of India‟s strikes on Pakistani sites during 
Operation Sindoor, and indicates that the two countries have smoothed over some of their 

differences. 

  य             र                                                                  

  र         र                                                                , औ  य            

                                         ए     

 In a statement on May 7 last year, the Azerbaijan Foreign Ministry has “condemned military 
attacks against Pakistan that killed and injured several civilians,” and called on all parties to 
“resolve the conflict through diplomatic means.” 

           7       ए   य     ,                        य    “                              

           ,                       ए औ    य   ए,” औ              “                            

           ”           य      

 Azerbaijan and Pakistan have a close strategic partnership, given Islamabad‟s support to 
Azerbaijan in the dispute over Nagorno Karabakh, while Azerbaijan accused India of arming 
Armenia in the conflict. 

          औ                      र             र    ,             -  र              

                                य    ,                               य        य           

        य   

 In September, during a meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Azerbaijan 
President Ilham Aliyev had also accused India of blocking Azerbaijan‟s ascension to the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation membership. 

          ,                            र                       ,                          

   य                                  य                                        य      

 “India has attempted to retaliate against Azerbaijan in international organisations, but 
stressed that this holds no significance for Azerbaijan, as brotherly relations take precedence 
above all,” a statement from his office on September 1, 2025 said. 

 1        2025           य   य    ए   य           य     “                 य            

                                                   ,       य                ए         

                                             ” 

 Sources said that during talks on Friday, the two sides had agreed to “resolve differences 
through open dialogue and discussion”. 

                                                        “           औ                             

       ”                
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04A.  Ship carrying Iranian crude heading to India changes course to China 

  र               र भ र    र               ओर      

 Ping Shun, a Chinese oil tanker carrying Iranian crude oil, that had crossed the Strait of 
Hormuz and signalling that it was heading to Vadinar, India, for the past three days is now 
signalling it was headed for China, according to marine logistics and commodity markets 
analytics company Kpler. 

         , ए                    र                        ,                             

  य     औ                     भ र           र    ओ                         ,           ओ  

                       ,               औ                ए                र            

 The vessel, carrying more than one lakh tonne of crude oil, is signalling that it is headed to 
Dongying in northern China, according to ship tracker websites. 

 य      ,    ए                                     ,    उ र              य      ओ       

                  ,                                   

 As of now, Ping Shun is heading south off the west coast of India. 

          ,                                      ओ             

Sanctioned by U.S. 

     र     र           

 Ping Shun was sanctioned by the U.S. in February of this month. 

                                   र                य      

 The sanctions notice says that the ship was involved in Pars crude oil through ship-to-ship 
transfers with the sanctioned National Iranian Tanker Company with the motive of 
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obfuscating the oil‟s Iranian origin. 

                      य        य                       र       र                  -  -

           र                                               ,                         

                   

 The tanker has delivered several shipments to China. 

 य                                    

 As per shipping database equasis, Ping Shun is owned and managed by companies located 
in Shandong, China. 

                                ,                   औ                                य      

        

 Shipping sources say that Ping Shun likely switched off automatic identification system 
(AIS) or was spoofing while crossing the Strait. 

                                                           य                 

                  (AIS)          य     य                     

 This would have been the first time in almost seven years that India would have been buying 
Iranian oil. 

 य                                         र                

 The U.S. had, through a “general licence” said that the Iranian oil already loaded as on 
March 20 would be allowed to be sold and delivered until April 19. 

            “  र        ”                      20               य   य            19      

        औ           य              

 But reports suggested Indian customers were reluctant to take in Iranian crude over 
contractual terms. 

                             य                                                             

    

 Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, had said at an 
official media briefing that purchase of Iranian oil are “all techno-commercial decisions 

taken by the oil marketing companies”. 

        य  और                  य      य                       ए               य         

                               “               य          ए  ए           -      य      य 

   ” 

 Iran continues to be locked out of the global financial system due to U.S. sanctions, making 

payments difficult to process. 

     र                                          य                 ,                 य       

          

 Meanwhile, Green Sanvi, a LPG tanker owned by the Indian operations of Mitsui OSK Ltd. 
and registered in India, was crossing the Strait of Hormuz on April 3. 

       ,          ,          OSK                 य                      औ          

        ए  LPG    र   , 3                                       

 It would be the seventh Indian-flagged LPG carrier crossing the strait and headed to India. 

 य         भ र  य         LPG                                       ओ             

 Green Sanvi is carrying more than 46,000 tonne of LPG. 

           46,000            LPG               
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04A.  UNSC delays vote on authorising 
force to protect Strait of Hormuz 

 य ए ए                           र      

  ए     य    र            

 The UN Security Council has postponed a 
vote scheduled for Friday on authorising the use of 
“defensive” force to protect shipping in the Strait of 
Hormuz from Iranian attacks, according to the official 

programme. 

   य   र      र     र   (UNSC)               य    

                                                 

  य            र                               

                    ए “र    ”         य      

                

 The 15-member body was set to vote on 

Friday morning. 

 15     य     य                               

 No new date has been given for voting on the draft. 

                     ए                             

 

04A.  Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar President; to be sworn in next week 

                    र    र               ;             थ      

 Myanmar‟s pro-military lawmakers elected junta chief Min Aung Hlaing as President on 

Friday, with the ex-armed forces commander set to maintain his rule in a civilian guise after 
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snatching power by force five years ago. 

                 थ       य                                             र           ,         

                        य                                                        

 The coup-leading general ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021, 
triggering a civil war that has killed tens of thousands of people. 

                                   2021                                             य , 

          य                                 ए  

 Parliament Speaker Aung Lin Dwe announced Min Aung Hlaing was elected President, 

chosen by military-aligned MPs installed in a recent election overseen by the junta he leads. 

                                                                ए   ,          य                

 ए                              य   

 Min Aung Hlaing secured 429 of 584 votes cast in the upper and lower houses of Parliament 
in the capital Naypyidaw on Friday, a Parliament official said. 

         ए                य                                                    ए 584       429 

                           

 While the junta touted Parliament‟s reopening last month as a return of power to the people, 
analysts describe it as civilian window dressing intended to launder the military‟s continuing 

rule. 

                                                                      य ,                         

                               ए     र                   

 “There is no hope for the country under his presidency. The country will only get worse,” said 
a 50-year-old Yangon resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

 “                       ए                       औ           ,” य         ए  50    य        

                              

 The pro-military Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) won more than 80% of 
parliamentary seats contested in the phased poll that concluded in January. 

           य   य         र   ए                 (USDP)                   ए                

80%              य             

 Serving members of the armed forces also occupy unelected seats making up a quarter of 
the total. 

                                                      ,           ए                 

 Min Aung Hlaing is expected to be sworn in as President next week. 

                                                               

 Myanmar‟s military has ruled the restive Southeast Asian nation for most of its post-
independence history and presents itself as the only force guarding it from rupture and ruin. 

                                                                        -     ए  य          

       य     औ                      औ                       ए                            

    

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     04 April  2026 

04A Russia expresses readiness to boost oil, LNG supplies to India 

       भ र         और LNG                   र        

04A Kerala‟s development decade 
  र               

04A Patented drug tariffs: „India more or less shielded‟ 

          ओ   र    र : „भ र    भ    र   ‟ 

04A MSMEs „reluctant‟ to switch over to piped natural gas supplies 

 ए ए ए             र                            र „      ‟ 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04A. Russia expresses readiness to boost oil, LNG supplies to India 

       भ र         और LNG                   र        

 Russian Deputy PM Manturov discusses trade, fertilizers, connectivity, people-to-
people ties with Modi; Russia cites „particular attention‟ paid to cooperation in sectors 
like oil, gas; joint project for production of urea under development, says Manturov 

     उ               र                थ     र, उ  र ,           और                      

 र        ;           और                     य    र „         ‟                ; य  रय  

उ          ए   य     रय                 ,     र          

 Amid the oil shock and supply chain disruptions triggered by the U.S.-Israel war on Iran, 

Russia has assured that its energy companies have the capacity to “steadily increase” the 
supply of oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG) to India, and also “continue” to address India‟s 
fertilizer needs. 

     र  -  र      र   र    र य                   औ                              ,       

        य                       य                  औ   र                  (LNG)           

   “            ”            औ          उ  र        ओ     “         ”                

 Russian Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov, on a two-day visit, called on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday and discussed the supply of fertilizers. 

                           र              य य                                 र           

           औ                                

 “We discussed our mutually beneficial cooperation in trade, fertilizers, connectivity and 
people-to-people ties,” said Mr. Modi, who “welcomed sustained efforts from both sides” to 
realise the agreements of the 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit hosted here in December 

2025. 

 “         र, उ  र ,           और                                                 य      
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       ,”               ,                2025     य     23   भ र -             र          

                           ए                       य               य   

 The visit is being seen as part of the preparations by the two sides ahead of the upcoming 
BRICS summit to be hosted by India and the India-Russia annual summit scheduled in 

Russia this year. 

    य             BRICS    र      ,                         , औ                         

    -                          य   य                                    

 According to the Russian embassy, Mr. Manturov said that Russia has increased supplies of 
“in-demand mineral fertilizers to India by 40% and is ready to continue meeting India‟s 

needs for this product”. 

                      ,                                    “                       उ  र   ”    

       40%           औ               ए                                  ए   य       

 He also mentioned that a joint project for the production of carbamide (urea) is “under 

development”. 

        य        य               (य  रय )               ए ए    य      य     “         ”     

 “Particular attention was paid to cooperation in the oil and gas sector. Manturov confirmed 
that Russian companies have the capacity to steadily increase supplies of oil and liquefied 
natural gas to the Indian market,” said the embassy readout. 

 “    और              य                  य   य                                  य          

     य              औ   र                                                      ,”            

 य           य   

 Mr. Manturov also met with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, and the leaders discussed continued 

energy supply to India. 

                          ए .  य   र,                     र   औ       य                    

  भ                    औ      ओ                                            

 In a press note, the External Affairs Ministry said Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Manturov 
“exchanged views on regional and global developments, including the conflict in West 
Asia.” 

 ए                        य               य     औ                    य और            ,       

     ए  य                   ,                   -       य   

 Mr. Manturov said Russia will deepen nuclear cooperation with India. 

                                      र       य      औ              

 Other topics such as industrial cooperation, space and educational projects were 

discussed in the meetings. 

           औ        य  ,     र  और         रय    ओ             य                     

 Mr. Manturov‟s Delhi visit, which ended on Friday, took place days after Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov and Mr. Jaishankar addressed a conference on bilateral relations 

through a video link on March 23, during which Mr. Lavrov indicated Russia‟s preparations for 
the annual summit. 

                    य   ,                     ,                        र   औ      य     

     23             य                       य            ए                                     

      ,                                           ए         य   य              य   

 Mr. Lavrov had expressed Russia‟s support for the BRICS where India is the current Chair. 

              BRICS      ए                     य    ,                          

 The group has attracted attention in recent weeks as it has not made a statement on the 
evolving situation in West Asia, though Russia, India and China, who form a trilateral 
subgroup called RIC, have indicated that they will work closely within BRICS, Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation and the UN on issues that affect common interests of the Global 
South. 

 य                                                           ए  य                       

 य          य    ,           ,      औ     ,    RIC           य              ,            य     

      BRICS,         य         और   य   र                                                   

                    

 This was followed by the March 30 Foreign Office Consultations between India and Russia 
led by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and Russia‟s Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey 
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Rudenko. 

          30              औ                    य   य  र       ,                        

          औ                                       य   

 This week, the Indian side hosted Vladimir Yakushev, First Deputy Chairman of the 

Federation Council (Upper House) of the Federal Assembly of Russia. 

              य                 य                                  र य          

            

 On Thursday, Mr. Yakushev met Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha Harivansh Narayan 
Singh and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla. 

              य                               र      र य       औ             ओ  

                     

 

04A. Kerala‟s development decade 
  र               

 Kerala Bank was created by consolidating district cooperative banks into a single institution. 

  र                                  ए                   य   य   
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 This strengthened financial stability, expanded rural credit, and enabled a people-oriented 
development bank. 

         य   र  ,       ऋ      र, औ    -उ                             

 Kerala is the only State where the largest civil construction company is a workers‟ 
cooperative. 

     ए                                       ए           र           

On education and health 

     और      र 

 There have been major investments in school infrastructure, teacher development, 
curriculum renewal, and IT-enabled learning. 

        र   ,           ,           र, औ           र                     ए     

 The State has achieved universal, free elementary education with zero per cent dropout 
at preparatory and middle-school level. 

           भ     और          थ                    ,                उ   र     

 Dropout rates among SC/ST students are among India‟s lowest. 

SC/ST                                         

 Kerala is India‟s first fully digital State in school education. 

                                            र       

 . 

                                    य                     

 The infant mortality rate is just 5 per 1,000 live births. 

           र      5     1,000              

 In November 2025, Kerala ended extreme poverty. 

    र 2025                   र                

 The housing policy created modern, safe, comfortable houses for the poor. 

                             ए       ,   र    और  र    य   र    ए  ए  

 By February 2026, over five lakh houses were built under the LIFE Mission. 

 र र  2026    LIFE             5              र    ए  ए  

 Women in Kerala have attained high levels of educational attainment and the highest life 
expectancy in the country. 

             ओ                    उ     औ                    य                     

 These outcomes reflect sustained investments in education, health care, nutrition, and 
social security. 

य             ,         ,      और           र                                 

 These are complemented by innovations such as Kudumbashree. 

                                              य   य      

 Kudumbashree is a globally recognised model for women‟s empowerment, livelihoods, 
and local economic development. 

                   र ,         और     य   थ                           

 Child health in Kerala is among the best in India. 

                                       

 The Gender Budget exceeds one-fifth of the Annual Plan outlay. 

   र            य      य    ए -                    

Social justice 

          य 

 The new Elderly Budget takes up 19% of the State Budget (2026-27). 

 य                     19% (2026-27)     

 It mainstreams senior citizens‟ needs in planning, pensions, health care, and governance. 

य                             य    ,     ,          और                        

 Over 75% of the elderly are covered by pension schemes. 

75%                     य    ओ                    
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 Allocations for persons with disabilities have more than doubled (2016–2026). 

          य        ए       2016–2026                           ए     

 The Public Distribution System (PDS) covers nearly 95 lakh households. 

            र        (PDS)      95       र  र                   

 The State intervenes to maintain low food-price inflation below the national average. 

                             य औ              ए           ए                

 Human development gains have driven economic growth. 

                   य        थ                    य      

 Growth in primary sector, industry, infrastructure, and modern services has been 

unprecedented. 

  थ       , उ   ,     र    और            ओ                          

 The perception that Kerala is unfriendly to industry has been laid to rest. 

        उ   -  र                                 

 Industry growth is driven by MSMEs, modern industries, infrastructure expansion, value 
addition, and PSU turnaround. 

          MSMEs,        उ   ,     र        र,            और          उ         

    र                

 In 2016, Kerala was said to have missed the IT bus. 

2016         य                                  य      

 In 2025, the Global Startup Ecosystem Report recorded a 147% increase in ecosystem 

value. 

2025                 र        147%              

 Initiatives like Internet as a basic right and K-FON played a key role. 

   र                  र औ  K-FON                                     

 Kerala has strengthened labour laws in favour of workers, including migrant workers. 

                              य    ,                               

 These policies act as a counter-narrative to deregulation trends globally. 

य      य           य                           ए                              

 Roads remain the backbone of mobility, and major corridor projects like the Hill Highway 

have strengthened connectivity. 

       र       र            , औ                                 य    ओ               

             

 Rapid four-laning of National Highways has reduced travel time. 

र    य र               र     य      य         य      

 It has improved east–west and last-mile connectivity. 

         -     औ     -                            

 The Kochi Metro is now operating at scale. 

                                           

 The Kochi Water Metro, India‟s first of its kind, has proven clean inland water transport 

viability. 

        र      ,             ,              य      र         य                   

 The Vizhinjam International Deep-Water Seaport (2024) marked a historic milestone. 

           रर    य   र        र    (2024) ए                      

 The road transport corporation has stabilised and improved performance. 

                     र   और              र   य      

 Kerala achieved full electrification in 2017 and maintains uninterrupted power supply. 

        2017             य    र          य  औ    र  र                 ए      

 It has reduced technical and commercial losses. 

       और                     ए  ए     

 Total installed capacity expanded by 50%, with solar power growing rapidly. 

                  50%        ,         र                   

 Kerala is a national and international model in disaster management. 

                        य औ           य          य      

 It has shown effectiveness in decentralised response and long-term recovery. 

                    य  औ                                           
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 Public investment in culture increased sharply. 

                                         

 Allocations for culture, museums, archaeology, and heritage rose by 30% (2026–27). 

      ,       य,        औ              ए          30% (2026–27)          

 Events like IFFK, Kochi-Muziris Biennale, ITFoK, IDSFFK expanded globally. 

IFFK,     -     र    ए    , ITFoK, IDSFFK        य                         ए  

 Plan outlays for sports rose by nearly 160% (2016-17 to 2026-27). 

           ए य      य         160%      (2016-17    2026-27)     

 Over ₹3,500 crore was invested in sports infrastructure. 

                ₹3,500  र                   य   य   

 India‟s first stadium for persons with disabilities was built. 

          य        ए                  य     य   य   

Fiscal constraint 

    य     ए  

 Kerala‟s development is constrained by an imbalanced federal fiscal architecture. 

                           य     य   र                 

 The GST system has led to centralisation of taxation. 

GST                              य      

 Withdrawal of GST compensation has affected finances. 

GST                      य              

 Restrictive borrowing limits have constrained spending. 

उ  र         ए                        

 Increasing reliance on conditional transfers reduces flexibility. 

        र       र                                 

 States‟ share in Union taxes is reduced due to cesses and surcharges. 

    और    भ र                               

 Finance Commission transfers are replaced by rigid Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

     य        र                    य     य    ए             

 These schemes face delays and partial releases. 

   य    ओ       र  और             र           

 These developments weaken cooperative federalism. 

य            र                           

 They reduce fiscal predictability and policy space. 

य      य          य   औ                             

 

04A. Patented drug tariffs: „India more or less shielded‟ 

          ओ   र    र : „भ र    भ    र   ‟ 

 India is unlikely to be significantly impacted by U.S. President Donald 
Trump‟s announcement of 100% tariffs on certain patented drugs, as the 
country primarily exports low-cost generic medicines to America, think tank 
GTRI said. 

                                              ओ     100%    र                 

                                            ,                                

                  र     ए    य           ,          GTRI         

 Mr. Trump signed an executive order on April 2, announcing the 
imposition of a 100% ad valorem duty on the import of certain patented 

pharmaceuticals and associated pharmaceutical ingredients. 

            2         ए    य   र                  ए,                 

            औ                    य      100% ए      र               
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 The order builds on a Section 232 investigation launched on May 1, 2025, which cited 
national security risks from dependence on foreign drug supplies. 

 य       1    2025                र  232                  ,                            

               र    य   र                     य   य      

 The Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) said the move has left “India largely protected, 
given its dominance in low-cost generic drug exports to the U.S.” 

            र         ए    (GTRI)                     “                         ,       

                                      ओ       य               ” 

 In 2025, India exported $9.7 billion pharmaceuticals to the U.S. 

 2025   ,                    9.7  र     र                     य      य   

04A. MSMEs „reluctant‟ to switch 

over to piped natural gas supplies 

 ए ए ए             र                

            र „      ‟ 

 Industry officials point to deficiency in 
PNG supply post war breakout and also 
infrastructure insufficiencies for hesitation 

to switch fuels. 

                 य          PNG           

    औ      य                               

                               

 The Micro, Small and Medium-
scale Enterprises (MSMEs) in the 

manufacturing sector have expressed fears 
about switching over to Piped Natural Gas 
(PNG) from commercial LPG cylinders. 

                    ,     और     उ   

(MSMEs)          य  LPG      र            

    र      (PNG)                           

       

 The 1.65 crore registered MSMEs 

are located in multiple clusters across the 
country and some of the States have had 
PNG for these clusters for decades. 

                                  1.65  र   

        MSMEs    औ                        

     ए          PNG          

 Sunil Desai, who runs a MSME in 
Vadodara, said units in Vadodara have been 

having PNG supply for almost 40 years now. 

     र     MSME                           

                     य           40        

PNG                    

„No supply guarantee‟ 

 „                र        ‟ 

 “Yet, there is a 20% to 50% reduction in supply because of the war. So, what is the 

guarantee on the consistency of supply for the MSMEs,” he asks. 

 “       य                     20%    50%                  MSMEs      ए                    

               ,”              

 The calorific value of PNG is a tad lower than LPG. 

 PNG       य     (    र         ) LPG                     
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 So, industries opting for PNG should have the technical knowledge on the gas supply they 

are going to choose, he adds. 

     ए PNG                                                                                    ए, 

             

 Anil Bhardwaj, secretary general of the Federation of Indian MSMEs, said the MSMEs 
were unhappy with the government‟s decision asking commercial LPG cylinder customers to 
register for PNG to get the additional LPG supply. 

    र           य  MSMEs                 भ र              MSMEs             

    य                         य  LPG       ओ            LPG                  ए PNG    

  ए                      य      

Lack infrastructure 

     य                 

 “Not all areas of an industrial city have PNG infrastructure. 

 “     औ                          PNG     य                   

 Providing this will take time. 

                     य        

 The MSMEs should have the option of both, LPG and PNG. 

 MSMEs        LPG और PNG                        ए  

 Though the units may have to make investments internally to change equipment for PNG use, 
what is worrying them more is the lack of PNG infrastructure, especially in the NCR and 
Tamil Nadu,” he added. 

             य      PNG   य        ए                                            ,       

               PNG     य                ,         NCR और            ,      ,”             

 President of the Coimbatore District Small Industries Association, M. Karthikeyan, said it 

will not be economically viable for micro industries to switch over to PNG as they will have to 
spend on infrastructure. 

   य    र          उ               ए .        य                            ए PNG    

                      य                          य                             

 Also, many units work out of rented premises. 

       ,        य       ए                            

 Sudhakar Sundaravel, national head of the SME domain of the All India Professionals‟ 
Congress, said MSMEs were not confined to a defined area. 

        य                    SME               य           र     र              MSMEs 

                                 

 “The concept maybe good and the industries may be willing. 

 “य                         औ         य                  

 But, do we have the infrastructure? 

                        य            ? 

 And when it is done in a hurry, how do we ensure safety standards?” he asks. 

 औ                     य         ,         र                               ?”              

 Many MSMEs shift jobs such as welding to different sites and need cylinders that can be 

carried for such jobs, he pointed out. 

           य        MSMEs               य                                      औ        य  

     ए             य                               
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04A.  „Mounjaro brides‟: weight loss jabs are part of pre-wedding preparation 

 „     र        ‟:                   य र                               

 Soon-to-be brides and grooms seeking shortcuts to shed pounds before the big day have 
become the latest consumer target for weight-loss drugs in India. 

                                 ए                               -                       

        ओ      ए            ए     

 New Delhi wellness clinic Klarity Skin Clinic touts a “Mounjaro bride” package, while other 

clinics have woven weight-loss injections into “pre-wedding” transformation packages typically 
focused on skin treatments and hairstyle makeovers. 

                            र             “     र      ”                      , 
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                                     “  -      ”                                     ,    

                   औ    य         ओ                     

 In a social media video, Klarity offers “guided nutrition, Mounjaro and smart workouts” to 

prepare brides to walk down the aisle. 

 ए           य      य    ,                    य             ए “              ,      र  और 

         उ   ”                   

 The clinic did not respond to a request for comment. 

                                         य   

 Eight doctors interviewed by Reuters said they have been fielding inquiries from brides, and 
some grooms, about taking weight-loss drugs before taking their vows. 

   य                   ए  ए                                औ                                

              ए                                     

 Many asked for EliLilly‟s Mounjaro, the first GLP-1 medication to enter India‟s market for 

both diabetes and weight loss. 

             ए                र                 ,                   औ                       ए 

     GLP-1         

 It has become more sought after than Novo Nordisk‟s Wegovy, the doctors said. 

                  य                                     य           

 “Over the last few months, over 20% of the queries we‟ve received for obesity injections are 

from to-be brides, who also openly give us a timeline on how soon they are getting married,” 
said Rajat Goel, a bariatric surgeon at Hindivine Healthcare in New Delhi. 

                           यर        य           र     य        , “                   ,     

                   ए      20%                                         ,                    

                                      ” 

 He said he prescribed the drugs only if patients were medically eligible, not for cosmetic use. 

                     ए                                  य       य          ,          य    य   

     ए  

Societal pressure 

              

 Weddings in India are grand affairs for families that can afford them, with culture and tradition 
exerting a strong influence. 

             य                    ए     य                                 ,             औ  

                             

 Many marriages continue to be arranged by families, often bringing expectations around 
physical appearance and financial status. 

        य                         य           ,             र  र     और   थ           

          ए               

 Aditi, a 26-year-old finance worker from Mumbai, consulted a doctor in November for a 

weight-loss prescription after exercise and diet failed to get the desired results. 

          26    य                                                 ए                  य ,    

  य   औ                                 

 “When I see the result, I feel happy,” Aditi said about losing 10 kilograms (22 pounds) on 
Mounjaro before her February wedding. 

 “                     ,                     ,”                                          र     10 

        (22   उ  )                             

 “If I am not happy, I don‟t feel confident. 

 “                  ,                                  

 I did not want to feel that way at the time of the wedding.” 

              य                              ” 

 She is one of the half a dozen brides, and one groom, who spoke to Reuters about pre-
wedding use of weight-loss drugs, but asked not to use their family names due to social 
stigmas. 

                       औ  ए             ए                                            ओ     
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  य        य             ,                                                               

      

 They cited societal pressure to look a “certain way” at their wedding and most had 
discontinued the injections soon after. 

                “ए             ”               ए                        य  औ             

                           य   

Huge market 

           र 

 Novo and Lilly launched obesity drugs in India last year. 

      औ                                      ए           

 The market is forecast to reach ₹80 billion ($851.79 million) by 2030. 

             2030    ₹80  र  ($851.79     य )                         

 Mounjaro sales doubled in the months after launch, making it the highest-selling drug in the 
world‟s most populous nation. 

                              र                      ,       य      य                      

                                            

 Indian drugmakers began selling cheaper versions of Novo‟s drug last month after patent on 
semaglutide, its active ingredient, expired, boosting access. 

      य            ओ                            (        य    )                                

                                य ,                 

 The drugs are intended for adults classified as obese, or for those considered overweight 
with a weight-related medical condition such as diabetes, hypertension or sleep apnea. 

 य     ए                य    य                ए                              य     ए       

      , उ  र     य      ए   य      

 “Mounjaro has been approved by regulators for specific medical indications and is intended 
to be used only under the supervision of a qualified healthcare professional,” Lilly said in a 

statement. 

         ए   य         , “             य                       य उ           ए                 

औ         य        य            र                 य           ए ” 

 The lowest Mounjaro injection pen dose sells for ₹13,125 ($139.50) per month in India, while 
the highest dose costs ₹25,781. 

                                         ₹13,125 ($139.50)                    ,      

                   ₹25,781     

 Novo, which this week cut prices of Ozempic and Wegovy for the second time, is selling the 
lowest Wegovy dose for ₹5,660 ($60.90) and the highest for ₹16,400 a month. 

     ,                         ओ      और                      ,                         

₹5,660 ($60.90) औ       ₹16,400                        

 Novo said it discourages any form of self-medication of semaglutide or deviation from the 

indicated use on label. 

                                  य -       य             य                               

                  

 India could have more than 440 million overweight or obese people by 2050, one of the 
world‟s highest totals, according to The Lancet. 

                  , 2050            440     य                   य                      

       ,        य                     ए        

 With local drugmakers flooding the market with cheaper weight-loss medicines, India‟s drugs 
regulator raised concerns about misuse. 

     य            ओ                             ओ                 ,               य       

    य                       

 “We understand the curiosity, but this cannot be a quick fix,” said Dr. Swati Pradhan, founder 
of obesity and metabolic wellness clinic Live Light. 

                  औ                                     .                 , “          

           ,       य                               ” 
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04A. Beyond enrichment: mapping Iran‟s potential sprint to a nuclear bomb 

              :  र           ओर  र        भ                         

 Iran is expected to have around 500 kg of uranium enriched to 60%. 

                  500         60%         य र   य                      

 U-235 is the uranium isotope used in nuclear weapons. 

 U-235    य     य                     य    र       थय र        य           

 Enrichment is the process of increasing the quantity of U-235 in the uranium mass. 

        (Enrichment)       य           य     य     U-235                       

 The rest will be U-238, which is a less efficient fissile material. 

           U-238     ,                    य           

 A nuclear weapon needs uranium to be enriched to 90%. 

 ए   र       थय र      ए य     य     90%                               

 The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has estimated Iran could produce 25 kg 
for one atom bomb in under 10 days. 

    र     य  र          ए     (IAEA)              य             10               य    ए  

               ए 25                 य               

 Both in June 2025 and in the ongoing war, the U.S. and Israel attacked Natanz and Isfahan 

— two cities known to host facilities central to Iran‟s nuclear programme. 

     2025 औ         य           ,     र   और   र             और                 य  — 

य                          य                    

 However, it is not clear how many centrifuges, the devices that enrich uranium, were 

destroyed. 

         य                य     य                                          ए  

 Details of damages to other equipment have also been muddled. 

                ए                            

 Once uranium is enriched to 90%, the uranium hexafluoride gas used during enrichment 
needs to be purified and turned into a metal. 

    य     य     90%                 य         ,      य         य     य                    

                                

 This is generally expected to take a few weeks, although more modern technologies are 
known to complete it in six hours. 

 य     य                          ,                                                         

 Iran may already possess them; if it doesn‟t, setting them up could take a few months. 

                        य                  ; य       ,                                        

    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

 Other equipment include a cyclone separator, steel containers, and induction furnaces 

plus a space the size of a “large closet”. 

                         र  र,          र और                    ,        “    

      ”                 

 The latter are the words of Theodore Postol, professor emeritus of science, technology, and 
international security at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), as spoken in an 

interview on YouTube. 

 य       थय   र      ,    MIT         ,          औ           य                 ए         , 

     य                     य   

 Ideally, personnel handle the uranium through secure gloveboxes, and the facility will have 

high-grade filters and scrubbers to reduce exposure to toxic substances. 

           ,         य     य       र                                औ                   

                               ए                     औ               

 The next step is to weaponise the uranium. 

          य र   य       थय र       (Weaponisation)     

 While the IAEA has estimated this could take up to two years, Prof. Postol argued that if Iran 
is ready with the necessary equipment and processes, it could weaponise uranium “within 
weeks”. 

      IAEA              य                              ,        .                      य        

                  औ     य ए    य     ,           “           ”    य                

 To this end, again in ideal conditions, skilled personnel will need CNC machine tools, two-
axis lathes, vacuum furnaces. 

        ए             य               य      CNC         ,   -ए      थ और            

                

 Using the more efficient but more complex implosion-type design, where one „shell‟ of 
subcritical uranium collapses on another, for the same yield will require 15-18 kg. 

                             -   र          ,      ए    -         य     य         

                 ,               ए 15-18                         

 Finally, Iran has to deliver the bomb. 

       ,                          

 Research has found that figuring out how to miniaturise a bomb to fit on a missile could 

take years. 

                                           र        ए                     य             

 Iran‟s Shahab-3 missile can carry a payload of up to 1 tonne and travel more than 1,000 
km. 

              -3        1                         औ  1,000                    य    

         

 However, it‟s not known if Iran has successfully mated a sufficiently small nuclear warhead 
with the missile. 

         य                          य                                                           

य        

 Another possibility is for Iran to load the bomb on a ship and move it close to enemy territory. 

 ए             य                                                          ए  

 Iran could also skip further enrichment and use it directly to build a nuclear warhead. 

                                र       र               ए        य               

 It will just take more fissile material: around 40 kg has been shown to suffice for a weapon 

with a kilotonne yield. 

        ए             य                     :      40         ए                   

   य        ए  य          य      

 Prof. Postol also said Iran could deliver the bomb without having to test it first if it uses the 
gun-type design. 

   .          य            य          -                 य          ,                     

                     

 This comes with a caveat. 

                  ए                 
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 This design uses a conventional explosive to blow two subcritical masses of uranium together 
within milliseconds. 

                                   य             -         य     य             

             ए                    

 Once the mass is supercritical, nuclear fission begins and proceeds at an increasing pace. 

                  र              ,                              औ                   

 However, the design is inefficient. 

         य                      

 According to the International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM), around 50-60 kg of 90% 
enriched uranium is required to achieve a yield of around 20 kilotonnes (kt). 

    र                         रय  (IPFM)          ,      50-60         90% 

        य र   य                              20        (kt)                        

 If Iran has enough centrifuges to enrich 25 kg of uranium from 60% to 90% in two weeks, 
has mastered weaponisation, and has pre-stashed the equipment, it could have a bomb in 3-
5 weeks. 

 य                य                              60%    90%    25         य र   य          

          , औ          य                                 ,       3-5                         

 But if Iran‟s position is like that of a new nuclear power, it could take more than a year. 

       य                ए   ए                   ,         ए                य             

Nuclear-capable state 

  र    -    र   

 Importantly, as Prof. Postol said, if Israel strikes Iran with a nuclear weapon, there is no 
difference between whether Iran responds in a matter of months or days. 

              ,           .             , य     र                      य                  , 

                                                     य            

 The point is that it‟s a nuclear-capable state and, given enough time, could wreak nuclear 

havoc in return. 

         य        य  ए   र    -    र      औ   य      य                               
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04A. Plan to relocate Great Nicobar‟s tribal communities stirs fresh concern 

           र          य      य                 य                         

 A draft plan outlining the “relocation” of Nicobarese tribal communities affected by the 
Union government‟s Great Nicobar Island (GNI) mega-infrastructure project “to their 

ancestral lands” has created confusion and is exacerbating existing apprehensions among 
locals. 

                        र     (GNI)     -       र   रय                     र        य 

     य      “       ”                          ए        य    , “                      ”    

                   ,           य                        औ              ए            

 They have been, for four years, protesting the clearance for the ₹92,000-crore project after 
withdrawing their consent in 2022, alleging that their forest rights had not been settled. 

                     ₹92,000  र        रय                 ए                              , 

2022                               , य              ए                 र                   

  य   य      

 This draft “Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan”, prepared by the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands administration and circulated on March 13 for consultation with line departments and 
the Tribal Council of Great Nicobar, proposes a 42.52-crore outlay over 24 months for the 
“relocation of Nicobarese tribal communities from tsunami-affected or project-
impacted areas”, which involves housing, land development and basic infrastructure. 

 य        “          य      य    ”,             औ                           य     य  

 य  औ  13                                       र       य   र                      ए        

  य   य , 24           42.52        य      य                ,       “        भ     य  

  रय      भ                    र        य      य             ”      ए     ,            औ  

    य                    

 However, details of where the proposed relocation will take place and who will be relocated 
have left members of the Tribal Council of Great and Little Nicobar confused, according to 

Nicobarese community leaders who spoke to The Hindu. 

        ,                          औ                         य    ए  ,                   और 

            र          य   र                         य    ,                       य    

    ओ                     

 They said they were handed a copy of the draft plan on March 28 and have since been called 
for two meetings by the district administration in Campbell Bay to sign off on it. 

                   28               य        ए               औ                              

                                 ए                  य   य      
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 This comes as the Union government told a Calcutta High Court Bench on March 30 that it 

needed 15 days to “demonstrate that consent has been taken from the tribal people” for its 
project. 

 य       य                    30               उ    य  य              य         

        य          ए “य              ए 15         ए          य                         ” 

 At a meeting on April 1, the Tribal Council submitted a letter pointing out that some aspects of 
the draft were unclear and requested a Hindi translation of it. 

 1                ,       य          ए            य                         ओ         

   य   य  औ                           य   

 They said they would need at least a month to review the translated document. 

                                             ए              ए                        

 Notably, while the draft plan states the GNI project “involves relocation”, the Centre has 
repeatedly said the project would not “disturb or displace tribes”. 

          य                    य             य        GNI    य     “                     ”,      

          -              य     य           य      “       य         ”             

On ancestral lands 

       भ     र 

 According to a letter attached to the draft, the plan was prepared after Tribal Council leaders 
demanded a return to ancestral villages on the west coast of GNI that were destroyed in 
the 2004 tsunami, after which communities were shifted to encampments in Rajiv Nagar and 
New Chingenh near Campbell Bay. 

                   ए              , य  य          य                  य              ओ     

GNI              र                                     ,    2004                     ए   , 

               य                       र       र और                 य   य      

 However, the draft plan states, “The project involves relocation to Rajiv Nagar (32 
households, 101 persons) and New Chingenh (30 households, 117 persons).” 

        ,       य             य    , “   य        र       र (32   र  र, 101    ) और    

       (30   र  र, 117    )                     ” 

 In a section, the plan proposes Pulobhabi for “community purposes” of residents in Rajiv 

Nagar, to “facilitate periodic visits to ancestral lands”, while adding, “an option shall remain 
open” for families to return to ancestral villages outside the project area. 

 ए        , य         भ भ                        य      “       य        ”      ए             

  ,      “                य-  य    य                    य        ”,        य                 

   य                                          “                ” 

 For New Chingenh residents, the plan records their desire to return to Old Chingenh and 
Pulo Baha, but notes a final decision will be taken after assessing land availability and 

consultations, while their existing accommodations will be upgraded. 

                    य        ए, य        ओ         और                                         

  ,       य          य                  य             औ                  य    ए  ,      

                            य    ए    

 Further, the plan lists all enumerated families in Rajiv Nagar and New Chingenh (62 families 
in total) and then states: “Proposed relocation site: Pulobhabi, western coast of GNI”. 

           , य                  औ                                   (    62       )           

  य   य     औ           य    : “                 :     भ भ , GNI             ” 

 The tables in the draft also add to the ambiguity: allocations are made for upgrading 62 
homes and building only 30 new homes, while another section states permanent shelters “will 
be built for all 62 households” — neither part explicitly mentions where these homes would 
come up. 

                ए                   : 62           य  औ       30  ए                     ए 

        य   य    ,      ए                 य          य    य “    62               ए    ए 

  ए   ” —                                 य          य   य        य             ए   ए     

 District authorities have not yet responded to The Hindu‟s queries on what exactly the plan 
proposes. 
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             य                                             य        य                       

         

 A leader of the Tribal Council said Pulobhabi is just one among several ancestral village sites, 
and the proposal lists only about 13 pre-tsunami Nicobarese villages when there are many 
more. 

       य          ए                                                        ए    , औ          

          13     -                                   य   य    ,          औ                 

 In New Delhi on March 20, Great and Little Nicobar Tribal Council chief Barnabas Manju had 

said the community has long demanded a return to all ancestral villages along the west coast 
since displacement in 2004. 

 20                   ,     औ                      य                र                     

        य 2004                                                                          य       

        

 Soon after the project was granted Stage-I clearance in 2022, the community withdrew their 
consent, fearing that it would encroach on their forest lands, including ancestral villages, 

preventing their return. 

 2022       य           -I     र                    ,      य                         , य     

       ए    य          भ   ,                             ,                 औ             

             

 Council leaders say the apprehension has been exacerbated as the administration has not 
clearly explained project boundaries. 

              ओ                           रय            ओ                      य    ,       
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04A. Compliance eased for managing plastic waste 

         र             ए                      

 Companies that fail to meet their targets can carry forward the shortfall for up to three years; 
they can also meet their obligations by purchasing credits from others that exceed their 
targets. 

         य                                         ,                                     ;    

        य                      ए         य                                                  

         

 India‟s latest amendment to its Plastic Waste Management Rules leaves headline recycling 

targets unchanged, but introduces a series of provisions that allows companies to shift their 
compliance deadlines. 

                 र          य                                                      

       ,            य                   य                                                  

    

 These provisions include allowing companies that fail to meet their targets in 2025-26 to carry 

forward the shortfall for up to three years, provided they make up at least a third of the deficit 
annually. 

                य                      य   2025-26                                ,               

                      ,                         ए -                       

 Prior to this, companies were bound to comply annually. 

          ,      य        ए                          य      

 “The unfulfilled target for the year 2025-26 may be carried forward for three subsequent years 
starting 2026-27… provided that at least one-third of the unfulfilled target is met in each of 
those years, until the entire carried-forward target is achieved,” says a gazette notification 
by the Environment Ministry dated March 31. 

 “    2025-26      ए             2026-27                                    ए        य     
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       …                         ए -                      य    ए,                      य  

 य                  ए,” य  31          य   र       य    र                      य      

 The rules also formalise a system of tradable certificates, enabling companies to meet their 

obligations by purchasing credits from others that exceed their targets. 

   य      र य                           औ                 ,            य              

                                              य                   

 While this creates flexibility and may reduce compliance costs, it also means firms are not 
necessarily required to recycle their own plastic footprint. 

                             औ                            ,                 य           

     य            य                       य             य              

 Targets also do not apply where other regulations — for example, food safety standards — 

restrict the use of recycled plastic. 

                                  य  —            र        —                       

  य                     

 This could exclude significant segments of packaging from the mandate, particularly in the 
food and beverage sector. 

                              ,                 और   य       ,         य                        

 The 2026 amendment retains a phased set of targets for recycled content and reuse in 
plastic packaging, continuing the trajectory first introduced under the Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) framework in 2022, which for the first time specified collection targets 

for plastic waste producers and users of plastic packaging. 

 2026                                                औ     :   य        ए               

   ए        ,    2022         र  उ     उ र   य  (EPR)                                

            ,                                   औ    य      ओ       ए                  

  ए     

 For 2025-26, producers and importers must ensure that rigid plastic packaging (Category I) 
contains at least 30% recycled material, rising to 60% by 2028–29. 

 2025-26      ए,         औ   य         य                                           (     

I)             30%           र          ,    2028–29    60%      ए    

 Flexible plastics (Category II) are subject to a 10% requirement in 2025-26, increasing to 
20% thereafter, while multi-layered plastics (Category III) must meet a 5% threshold, rising 
to 10%. 

             (     II)      ए 2025-26    10%             ,           20%      ए  ,      

  -   य       (     III)    5%                    ,    10%           

 In parallel, the rules mandate reuse obligations for rigid packaging: 10% for smaller 
containers (0.9-4.9 litres), 70% for large water packaging, and 10% for large non-water 
packaging in 2025–26, with incremental increases over time. 

       ,   य                     ए    : उ य      य       य         :           र   (0.9-4.9 

   र)      ए 10%,                      ए 70%, और 2025–26          र-                 ए 

10%,      य               

 Category 1 includes PET water or soft drink bottles or HDPE milk bottles/shampoo 
bottles. 

      1    PET      य                     य  HDPE    /                        

 These are the easiest to collect. 

      ए                           

 Category 2 includes Plastic carry bags/ grocery bags, snack or chips packets (single-
layer flexible film). 

      2            र     /   र     ,     य               (ए  - र           )           

 Category 3 or multilayered plastic, such as small cartons and foil snack wrappers, are the 

hardest to collect. 

      3 य    -   य      ,                 और   य      र  र,    ए                       

    

 India‟s plastic waste rules require companies to collect and process the equivalent of 100% of 
the plastic they introduce into the market by 2024-25, marking the final phase of the 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) rollout. 
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                      य                   य      2024-25                   ए 100%       

              औ                     ,         र  उ     उ र   य  (EPR)       र   

                 

 However, there is no public evidence to suggest that this target has been fully achieved in 
practice. 

        ,                                  य      ए    य                               य  

 य      

 No comprehensive public dataset or official assessment demonstrates system-wide 
compliance, and much of the reporting continues to rely on self-declarations through a 
centralised portal. 

                            य                                                         , औ  

                                                  -     ओ                    
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04A. Indigenous stealth frigate INS Taragiri 
commissioned 

                 INS   र   र             य  

 य  

 In a significant boost to India‟s maritime security 
and the „Aatmanirbharta‟ initiative, the guided-missile 
stealth frigate INS Taragiri was commissioned into the 
Indian Navy at the Eastern Naval Command base in 
Visakhapatnam on Friday. 

                 र   औ  „    भ र  ‟        ए  

                    ए,       -                 INS 

  र   र                                               

       भ र  य                   य   य   

 The ceremony, attended by Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil 
Chauhan, and Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K. 
Tripathi, marked the induction of a vessel that represents a 
generational leap in naval engineering. 

                       र    थ     ,     ऑ            
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               , औ              ए              .               ए, औ  य  ए             

                                       य र                                 

 Powered by a combined diesel or gas propulsion engine and equipped with supersonic 
surface-to-surface missiles and advanced anti-submarine suites, the frigate is now a 
cornerstone of the Eastern Fleet. 

   य        य                               औ     र                  र   र  र        

                        र         य         , य                        ए               य  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

04A. INS Aridhaman, nuclear-powered submarine, enters India‟s naval fleet 

 INS   र   ,  र    -              , भ र  य                      

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh presided over a brief ceremony to formally commission the 
country‟s third nuclear submarine, INS Aridhaman (S4), which is the third in the Arihant-
class of SSBNs (Submersible Ship Ballistic Nuclear), on Friday at Visakhapatnam. 

          र    थ                                               र           , INS   र    

(S4),      र   -        SSBN (                         यर)            ,    औ       

                      ए ए                            

 The vessel, being part of the strategic weapons programme, falls under the domain of the 
Strategic Forces and is part of the country‟s nuclear triad. 

 य      र         थय र   य                                                         औ  

        र      य (    यर    य )             

 As per sources in the Navy, the commissioning was not made public and was carried out 
quietly, but Mr. Singh dropped enough hints to acknowledge the commissioning of the vessel.  

                          ,                                य   य  औ                    य   य , 

                                                  ए  य            ए  

 While the event was kept under wraps, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh posted a cryptic 

message on X, describing the submarine as: “It‟s not words but power, „Aridhaman‟!” 
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              य                य ,          र    थ         X    ए      य             य , 

                           ए    : “य                    , „      ‟!” 

 Sources in the Navy said that the commissioning of INS Aridhaman was on the cards, as the 
submarine had already undergone extensive sea trials, and it coincided with Mr. Singh‟s visit 
to Visakhapatnam for the commissioning of the stealth guided-missile frigate INS Taragiri. 

                           INS   र                      य   ,                              

       र              ए   , औ  य                       -             INS   र   र     

              ए            य                        

 The closely guarded SSBN project, initially launched as the Advanced Technology Vessel 
(ATV) project, is being executed by the Ship Building Centre (SBC) in Visakhapatnam. 

                   य  SSBN   रय    ,               ए                     (ATV)   रय     

               य   य    ,                                       र (SBC)        य         

    

 The first vessel was launched in July 2009 and was quietly commissioned in 2016. 

                2009          य   य     औ  2016                   य   य   

 The second indigenously built SSBN, INS Arighaat, was commissioned in August 2024. 

                          SSBN, INS   र   ,        2024            य   य      

 While Arihant and Arighaat are smaller vessels of about 6,000 tonnes, Aridhaman (S4) 
and S4* are bigger vessels of about 7,000 tonnes. 

        र    और   र         6,000                  ,        र    (S4) और S4*      

7,000                   

 The S4* (which may be named Arisudan) is currently undergoing sea trials. 

 S4* (            र               )                  र                      

 Compared to its predecessors, Aridhaman and its successor S4* will have more firepower. 

              य              ,   र    और उ    उ र     र  S4*           र       

(  यर   र)       

 India is already one of the nations, along with the U.S., Russia, China, and France, to 
possess a nuclear triad capability, which means it has the ability to launch nuclear-tipped 
missiles from air, land, and sea. 

                     र  ,   ,     और                                             र      य 

       ,                       ,      और                   य                            

         

 


