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GS I Governance S
Fear of the foreign
The FCRA amendments are unfair

in principle and procedure
T he Centre wants to restrict foreign contri-

butions to individuals and organisations
in India, but intends to do so in a selective
and opaque manner. A fresh set of amendments
to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, or
FCRA, now temporarily stalled due to protests, is
an attempt by the Centre to empower itself to ar-
bitrarily take control of assets owned by reci-
pients of foreign contributions. Introduced in the
Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026, the Bill to amend
the FCRA proposes a comprehensive statutory
framework for a new “designated authority” to
seize, manage, and dispose of assets of organisa-
tions that lose their FCRA licence. Cloaked in the
rhetoric of national security and foreign interven-
tions, the move smacks of bad faith, or even
worse, a devious scheme to snatch assets built
through legal means. Once an FCRA registration
ceases to exist, the designated authority can take
control of assets built using foreign funds —
schools, hospitals, places of worship — and use
them. This process is proposed to be automatic
and instantaneous upon the discontinuation of
the FCRA status, requiring no judicial determina-
tion or adjudicatory process. In effect, the Centre
that grants FCRA permission can decide to with-
draw that permission, and benefit from its own
decision. This is unfair in both principle and pro-
cedure, and Christian groups that run numerous
health and educational institutions are particu-
larly concerned, given that they may have re-
ceived contributions from abroad
The Bill has been postponed for now, but the
government has no plans to abandon it. The
FCRA was first enacted in 1976, and reenacted in
2010 during the UPA regime and amended in
2020 under Narendra Modi — progressively tight-
ening the receipt and use of foreign funds. It is
notable that state policy seeks foreign money ina
range of domains — from infrastructure to tech-
nology, and entertainment to real estate. Regula-
tory regimes can be credible only when they are
transparent and even-handed. That is not the
case with the FCRA restrictions. Rajya Sabha MP
John Brittas said his parliamentary questions re-
garding FCRA cancellations, non-renewals, and
related data had been disallowed since 2024.
That leaves one with the reasonable assumption
that the government allows only some to receive
foreign funds. That built-in favouritism apart, the
design of the proposed legislation violates the
principles of natural justice. The assets built le-
gally with foreign funds before an organisation
loses its FCRA clearance cannot justly be subject
to seizure under any subsequent regulatory ac-
tion. The Centre must rethink its approach on
this issue and ensure that any regulations on fo-
reign funds it introduces are fair, transparent,
and steer clear of what exists on the ground.
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Fear of the foreign
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Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) Amendments

fae=h s (f e sififas (Fera) T=ne=

o A fresh set of amendments to the FCRA aims to empower the Centre
to take control of assets of recipients.
FCRA HINYF $T 350 $% &I Wl R fAra=or a=t ot =ifaa 3 5|

e The Bill was introduced in the Lok Sabha on March 25, 2026.
Ig fadae 25 A" 2026 B ArHaHT H U favar |

e |t proposes a framework for a “designated authority” to seize,
manage and dispose assets of organisations losing FCRA licence.
=0 Us “fruifea wiftraor oM &1 uxara 8 S wutftrl @ e, geta ok
AyeM s A& |

e Once FCRA registration ends, the authority can take control of assets
like schools, hospitals, places of worship.

FCRA USliaxul 9T §1d &t I, 3T, emfife wue it wuftal wR s
foram o g 3|

e This process is proposed to be automatic and instantaneous, without
judicial determination.

Ig Ufehar Taa: 3R q¥a ar &1, forad =l ufsear &Y siraxaear &) gt

e The Centre can withdraw FCRA permission and benefit from its own
decision.

Fg A ATIH AHR WY AH ST Jha1 8|

e This is considered unfair in principle and procedure.
=9 Rygia ok ufrar g9 & ergfa AT ST ET ]

e The FCRA was first enacted in 1976, re-enacted in 2010, and amended
in 2020.

FCRA UGl §R 1976 H @, fR 2010 & G @Y, 31R 2020 & W= gar|
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Ship carrying Iranian crude heading to India changes course to China
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04A | UNSC delays vote on authorising force to protect Strait of Hormuz
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04A | Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar President; to be sworn in next week
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India and Azerbaijan reset ties a
year after Operation Sindoor row

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

After a year of tensions bet-
ween India and Azerbaijan
over Operation Sindoor,
the governments decided
to reset ties as senior offi-
cials met in Baku for the 6%
round of Foreign Office
consultations.

The talks, held between
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Secretary (West) Si-
bi George and Azerbaijan’s
Deputy Foreign Minister
Elnur Mammadov on Fri-
day are the first such talks
since 2022, and after major
differences over Azerbai-
jan-Pakistan and India-Ar-
menia relations.

In a statement, the MEA
said the two sides “com-
prehensively reviewed”
the state of bilateral rela-
tions. “The issues dis-
cussed included trade,
technology, tourism, phar-
maceuticals, energy, cul-
ture, people-to-people ex-
changes and fight against
cross-border terrorism,”

MEA Secretary Sibi George and Azerbaijan Foreign Minister Jeyhun

Bayramov during a discussion in Baku on Friday. ANI

the statement added.

Azerbaijan has recently
resumed crude oil exports,
which make up 98% of the
country’s exports to India,
while ONGC Videsh has a
stake in oil and gas fields
and an energy pipeline in
the country.

The reference to cross-
border terrorism in the
statement is significant as
last year, New Delhi had
been angered by Azerbai-
jan’s protest of India’s
strikes on Pakistani sites
during Operation Sindoor,
and indicates that the two
countries have smoothed

over some of their diffe-
rences. In a statement on
May 7 last year, the Azer-
baijan Foreign Ministry has
“condemned military at-
tacks against Pakistan that
killed and injured several
civilians,” and called on all
parties to “resolve the con-
flict through diplomatic
means.”

Azerbaijan and Pakistan
have a close strategic part-
nership, given Islamabad’s
support to Azerbaijan in
the dispute over Nagorno
Karabakh, while Azerbai-
jan accused India of arm-
ing Armenia in the conflict.

In September, during a
meeting with Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Azerbaijan Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev had also
accused India of blocking
Azerbaijan’s ascension to
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation membership.

“India has attempted to
retaliate against Azerbaijan
in international organisa-
tions, but stressed that this
holds no significance for
Azerbaijan, as brotherly re-
lations take precedence
above all,” a statement
from his office on Septem-
ber 1, 2025 said.

Sources said that during
talks on Friday, the two
sides had agreed to “re-
solve differences through
open dialogue and discus-
sion”. Mr. George called on
the Foreign Policy Adviser
to President Aliyev and Fo-
reign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov of Azerbaijan where
they “reviewed the bilater-
al ties and exchanged
views on matters of com-
mon interest”.

04A. India and Azerbaijan reset ties a year after Operation Sindoor row

wwm%wwmmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁwzm

e After a year of tensions between India and Azerbaijan over Operation Sindoor, the
governments decided to reset ties as senior officials met in Baku for the 6th round of Foreign
Office consultations.

TR R DI AHR YR 3R TR & o1 U IId & a1d & 916, ! TRBRI A el
DI G AT dA &1 (i foran, o alky et a1 & fadwr srafag wmakt & s aR &
fera foret

e The talks, held between Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) Secretary (West) Sibi George and
Azerbaijan’s Deputy Foreign Minister EInur Mammadov on Friday are the first such talks
since 2022, and after major differences over Azerbaijan-Pakistan and India-Armenia
relations.
hAR P! fAS HATT (MEA) & Tferd (@fam) Ryt sifef 8iR soReawH & 3 fadwr H5 va R
THTEId & oid g3 T ardi 2022 & dTe Ugel! Tl aTdi &, 3R T8 SeRaSIH-UTiped 3N
YRA- AT Teel R 98 Aael & 91 68 ¢

¢ In a statement, the MEA said the two sides “comprehensively reviewed” the state of bilateral
relations.

T 99 H, MEA 7 %1 fob <1 Uail o fguaita daey ot fRufd &1 e Jwlem 1
e “The issues discussed included trade, technology, tourism, pharmaceuticals, energy,
culture, people-to-people exchanges and fight against cross-border terrorism,” the
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statement added.

UM & a1 T b == by T e # SR, Wi, v, wrfwfe e, S,
Tpfa, AN & o SMeE-UeTH 3R W1 UR sidware & fRaare asrs nfia 3

Azerbaijan has recently resumed crude oil exports, which make up 98% of the country’s
exports to India, while ONGC Videsh has a stake in oil and gas fields and an energy pipeline
in the country.

SRESTH 7 8Td 81 H Ped ad & frafa &1 R I 3= frar 8, ot WRd &1 S9& $ot Fafd
98% &, STafds ONGC fad=1 &) gt adt oiR T &Fff T U SHoll ursuanz- & TR 81

The reference to cross-border terrorism in the statement is significant as last year, New

Delhi had been angered by Azerbaijan’s protest of India’s strikes on Pakistani sites during

Operation Sindoor, and indicates that the two countries have smoothed over some of their

differences.

S ¥ HUTUR BTG ST Jeokd Hedqui ¢ Fiich el el 78 faeeht SR gRI

I ERIE ¥ SR UMt f3HHl IR YR & gaa! & faRiy § TR T, 3R I8 axfar §

b 1Y 2 3 31U P AANE Yo oY B

In a statement on May 7 last year, the Azerbaijan Foreign Ministry has “condemned military

attacks against Pakistan that killed and injured several civilians,” and called on all parties to

“resolve the conflict through diplomatic means.”

fUed 9Td 7 1% & Usb 99 H, S(oReSM & 9= Ty 3 Ul & RIdms 3= gHal dI

e ot oft, o &2 AMRe AR 7Y 3R gre gU,” 3R uft uell § “pe-ifae drerdl & oS &1

THIYM B BT MMM fobar Tl

Azerbaijan and Pakistan have a close strategic partnership, given Islamabad’s support to

Azerbaijan in the dispute over Nagorno Karabakh, while Azerbaijan accused India of arming

Armenia in the conflict.

: 3R UIfpd & &iF gy IuFifae Argierl 8, Fife Arn=l-eRIeRg fadrg
qu J 3RS BT HYA fha1 7, Safe SR 7 HRd TR ATHAT B 8FI8R &7 &1
e

In September, during a meeting with Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Azerbaijan
President Ilham Aliyev had also accused India of blocking Azerbaijan’s ascension to the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation membership.

R B, UIfreaT™ & TUTFHR gare IRI® & WY 936 & SR, RIS & IAyufd seeT
T 3 YR TR 3SR B RYTS TN WIS SEdT H S18T ST BT SRIY T 7|

‘India has attempted to retaliate against Azerbaijan in international organisations, but
stressed that this holds no significance for Azerbaijan, as brotherly relations take precedence
above all,” a statement from his office on September 1, 2025 said.

1 RydeR 2025 B I BRI & Teh §H H g1 T fob “HRA A SIRPI W15
TR & RIANE AT BIATE B DI HIRIR BT, b Tg SORATH & T HIS Tga
TR TTdl Filfch UISAR & YaY Jo SW g I”

Sources said that during talks on Friday, the two sides had agreed to “resolve differences
through open dialogue and discussion”.

i A %1 o YehaR B1 Al &b SR Q1 Uall 3 <get Jara 3R <= o HegH J 7anal &
eI IR HgHld SIag |
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Ship carrying Iranian crude heading
to India changes course to China

M. Kalyvanaraman
CHENNAI

Ping Shun, a Chinese oil
tanker carrying Iranian
crude oil, that had crossed
the Strait of Hormuz and
signalling that it was head-
ing to Vadinar, India, for
the past three days is now
signalling it was headed for
China, according to marine
logistics and commodity
markets analytics compa-
ny Kpler.

The vessel, carrying
more than one lakh tonne
of crude oil, is signalling
that it is headed to Dongy-
ing in northern China, ac-
cording to ship tracker
websites. As of now, Ping
Shun is heading south off
the west coast of India.

Sanctioned by U.S.

Ping Shun was sanctioned
by the U.S. in February of
this month. The sanctions
notice says that the ship
was involved in Pars crude

A diversion: Ping Shun is owned and managed by companies
located in Shandong, China. AFp (For representation purpose only).

oil through ship-to-ship
transfers with the sanc-
tioned National Iranian
Tanker Company with the
motive of obfuscating the
oil's Iranian origin. The
tanker has delivered sever-
al shipments to China.

As per shipping data-
base equasis, Ping Shun is
owned and managed by
companies located in
Shandong, China. Ship-
ping sources say that Ping

Shun likely switched off au-
tomatic identification sys-
tem (AIS) or was spoofing
while crossing the Strait.
This would have been
the first time in almost se-
ven years that India would
have been buying Iranian
oil. The U.S. had, through a
“general licence” said that
the Iranian oil already
loaded as on March 20
would be allowed to be
sold and delivered until

April 19. But reports sug-
gested Indian customers
were reluctant to take in
Iranian crude over con-
tractual terms. Sujata Shar-
ma, Joint Secretary, Minis-
try of Petroleum & Natural
Gas, had said at an official
media briefing that pur-
chase of Iranian oil are “all
techno-commercial deci-
sions taken by the oil mar-
keting companies”.

Iran continues to be
locked out of the global fi-
nancial system due to U.S.
sanctions, making pay-
ments difficult to process.

Meanwhile, Green San-
vi, a LPG tanker owned by
the Indian operations of
Mitsui OSK Ltd. and regis-
tered in India, was crossing
the Strait of Hormuz on
April 3. It would be the se-
venth Indian-flagged LPG
carrier crossing the strait
and headed to India.

Green Sanvi is carrying
more than 46,000 tonne of
LPG.

04A. Ship carrying Iranian crude heading to India changes course to China

H F=T dd

YR 3T Y81 SgTs 91 P 3R

st

Ping Shun, a Chinese oil tanker carrying Iranian crude oil, that had crossed the Strait of
Hormuz and signalling that it was heading to Vadinar, India, for the past three days is now
signalling it was headed for China, according to marine logistics and commodity markets
analytics company Kpler.

i 3, U i 9 ShR o SR et e & S e T, O g1 STasHsae UR R
foram o1 GIR e oiF o ¥ UIRe & ISR Bt 3R 1 &1 Yabd ¢ @1 T, 3d I BT 3R
S &1 Tahd ¢ 8T 8, T AoIRe T 3R HHITSE! AIdhe T d Hu- R & SR |

The vessel, carrying more than one lakh tonne of crude oil, is signalling that it is headed to
Dongying in northern China, according to ship tracker websites.

g SIETSl, Sl U &1 o1 | 31 el adl o O X817, 3 SWY T &b SIRAT &Y 3R oI

1 Tobd ¢ BT §, STETl ¢fehTT eSS & SR |
As of now, Ping Shun is heading south off the west coast of India.

o 8, fiT 3 YR & uf3ndt @€ & S ot sk 98 W@ 5

Sanctioned by U.S.
AT gRT yfasfia

Ping Shun was sanctioned by the U.S. in February of this month.
T 3 R 9 e BRast & et = ufady @ ol

The sanctions notice says that the ship was involved in Pars crude oil through ship-to-ship
transfers with the sanctioned National Iranian Tanker Company with the motive of
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obfuscating the oil’s Iranian origin.

yfasy Nfeq & g1 T @ % a8 e Ufasfid Arer S @AY HUHT &b I1Y Sgrel-A-
eIl RITHTaRUT & A1 § U o= dd & a-ie- § QA o1, et 3520 dd &t 33m
CRIGEIRELIEIRT

The tanker has delivered several shipments to China.

T8 ¥R B QU A B g A 2 |

As per shipping database equasis, Ping Shun is owned and managed by companies located
in Shandong, China.

fRIfthT Sy SHTRINT & SR, 1 YA &1 Wiftid iR yey= 99 & s fRyd dufal &
B

Shipping sources say that Ping Shun likely switched off automatic identification system
(AIS) or was spoofing while crossing the Strait.

RIS Tl o7 g1 & fob fiv YA A STaeHeT e UR &R 99y Qyad: siferifed
Mg fe b Red (AlS) I o faar U1 a1 3T ers & A

This would have been the first time in almost seven years that India would have been buying
Iranian oil.

g YT HTd a61 B Ul IR gidT oid YR 31 ad JRiadT|

The U.S. had, through a “general licence” said that the Iranian oil already loaded as on
March 20 would be allowed to be sold and delivered until April 19.

SARBT T TR AV P H1eOH A HeT U7 fb 20 AT™ db <l fobar a1 I o 19 3t
d a1 3R faala fear &1 a2l

But reports suggested Indian customers were reluctant to take in Iranian crude over
contractual terms.

ﬁﬁ%wuﬁanﬂ%wmmaﬂéﬁﬁ%ﬂmé
|

Sujata Sharma, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas, had said at an
official media briefing that purchase of Iranian oil are “all techno-commercial decisions
taken by the oil marketing companies”.

Yeiferad A AT &1 G Gied Gorar AT = U HiereiiRe difsar sifth

gao—s'r T fos S Ol BT WG * %Wmmmwﬂmaﬁﬁmﬁnﬁ
I”

Iran continues to be locked out of the global financial system due to U.S. sanctions, making

payments difficult to process.

gﬁgﬁgﬁuﬁﬁ%ﬁa?mémwﬁlﬁmﬁ?ﬂuwnﬁﬁw%.mwmm
|

Meanwhile, Green Sanvi, a LPG tanker owned by the Indian operations of Mitsui OSK Ltd.
and registered in India, was crossing the Strait of Hormuz on April 3.

4 &9, W+ I, S RI|gs osk fafiids & yRdia TaeH & i@ arar $ik URd o
Uolighd Uh LPG R &, 3 3T &I g1 TaSH-H UR &R g1 |

It would be the seventh Indian-flagged LPG carrier crossing the strait and headed to India.
Ig Iqd HRAG &1 aTdT LPG T8 81 Sl STasHEH] UR $Rdh YR 1 3R o1 81 5|
Green Sanvi is carrying more than 46,000 tonne of LPG.

9 B4 46,000 T | 3P LPG & BRI
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UNITED NATIONS

UNSC delays vote on authorising
force to protect Strait of Hormuz

04A. UNSC delays vote on authorising
force to protect Strait of Hormuz

YUATHT A ST SlasHEHS BT JR&T &
fore 9@ v WR HagH eren

e The UN Security Council has postponed a
vote scheduled for Friday on authorising the use of
“defensive” force to protect shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz from Iranian attacks, according to the official
programme.

HYe MY Y& URTE (UNSC) 7 IR HrishH
JHAR DI FYIRT I AdGH &I RIFT IR

foar g forod St gwall 9 gt sasHeHed o

The UN Security Council has postponed a vote scheduled for Friday aﬁ ﬁ?&ﬂ a; ]%IE YETHP” dcf a; aﬁ

on authorising the use of “defensive” force to protect shipping in &@ﬁ PR-T ATI
the Strait of Hormuz from Iranian attacks, according to the official e The 15-member body was set to vote on
programme. The 15-member body was set to vote on Friday Friday morning.
morning. No new date has been given for voting on the draft. Arp 15

REUTERS

DI YhdR Y8 HAGH DT T
e No new date has been given for voting on the draft.

TS W AdeH & 1T B 78 arkg 781 & 7S 21

Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar
President; to be sworn in next week

GSILIR
Agence France-Presse ** only get worse,” said a 50-
NAYPYIDAW year-old Yangon resident,
who spoke on condition of
Myanmar’s  pro-military anonymity.

lawmakers elected junta
chief Min Aung Hlaing as
President on Friday, with
the ex-armed forces com-
mander set to maintain his
rule in a civilian guise after
snatching power by force
five years ago.

The coup-leading gener-
al ousted the elected go-
vernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi in 2021, triggering a ci-
vil war that has killed tens
of thousands of people.
Parliament Speaker Aung
Lin Dwe announced Min
Aung Hlaing was elected
President, chosen by mili-
tary-aligned MPs installed
in a recent election over-
seen by the junta he leads.

Min Aung Hlaing secured 429 of 584 votes cast in the upper and
lower houses of Parliament in the capital Naypyidaw. A

Min Aung Hlaing se-
cured 429 of 584 votes cast
in the upper and lower
houses of Parliament in the
capital Naypyidaw on Fri-
day, a Parliament official
said.

While the junta touted
Parliament’s  reopening

last month as a return of
power to the people, ana-
lysts describe it as civilian
window dressing intended
to launder the military’s
continuing rule.

“There is no hope for
the country under his pre-
sidency. The country will

The pro-military Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Party (USDP) won
more than 80% of parlia-
mentary seats contested in
the phased poll that con-
cluded in January. Serving
members of the armed
forces also occupy unelect-
ed seats making up a quar-
ter of the total.

Min Aung Hlaing is ex-
pected to be sworn in as
President next week.

Myanmar’s military has
ruled the restive Southeast
Asian nation for most of its
post-independence history
and presents itself as the
only force guarding it from
rupture and ruin.

04A. Min Aung Hlaing elected Myanmar President; to be sworn in next week

o s g wimR & wyufa Faffa; srme vt oy &

e Myanmar’s pro-military lawmakers elected junta chief Min Aung Hlaing as President on
Friday, with the ex-armed forces commander set to maintain his rule in a civilian guise after
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shatching power by force five years ago.
AR & =7 Tade fumaest - e wga e 31T g8 &1 YehaR o1 rgafa 91, S uid
TeT U8 IAqdeh Il T & 918 31d ARTRS T & 30T WRH SR 3T+ ard 3|

The coup-leading general ousted the elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi in 2021,
triggering a civil war that has killed tens of thousands of people.

TAIAC BT A B a1 -RA = 2021 H ST I BT i Faifad RBR $I ger faam,
ORI 78 Y& = g1 Ford §oIRI @l AR 77U

Parliament Speaker Aung Lin Dwe announced Min Aung Hlaing was elected President,
chosen by military-aligned MPs installed in a recent election overseen by the junta he leads.

e ey 3 R § 3 Thwon &t o B ot e myufar g e §, R weran ga B 9
T - T Fi¥al gRT g T

Min Aung Hlaing secured 429 of 584 votes cast in the upper and lower houses of Parliament
in the capital Naypyidaw on Friday, a Parliament official said.

TG & T PRI gar f eyt Adiel #§ I8¢ & oFl 961 H STa U 584 H A 429
dte o o1 g &1 |

While the junta touted Parliament’s reopening last month as a return of power to the people,
analysts describe it as civilian window dressing intended to launder the military’s continuing

|
S et o T T e o) o ) e e e, e R 59 S
WWH%%HW%%QHWW%@WW%

“There is no hope for the country under his presidency. The country will only get worse,” said
a 50-year-old Yangon resident, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

“JADT LA H < & [T DIE IHE ol 5| S/ R WIS I, IR & U 50 THT At
3 T X8 B WA R BT

The pro-military Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) won more than 80% of
parliamentary seats contested in the phased poll that concluded in January.

T e girae Aifers e T Saaudie urdf (UsDP) A SHES! & THTE gU TR g1
80% & 3w wadry Hie S|

Serving members of the armed forces also occupy unelected seats making up a quarter of
the total.

YR §efl & ada Gegd Wi famr g arelt el W B, S o &1 U AT R

Min Aung Hlaing is expected to be sworn in as President next week.

BT ST BT & ST g AU UG B XY T 1 SHHIE 3

Myanmar’s military has ruled the restive Southeast Asian nation for most of its post-
independence history and presents itself as the only force guarding it from rupture and ruin.

AR &1 A1 7 30 TdaTdT $ 918 & = 3Riere § 39 ariid afav.ud TR 2y W
gmq%m%sﬁ?@aﬁma%@ﬁeﬁ?wﬁﬁwﬁawﬁmﬁﬁé?wﬁmﬂam
|
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04A

Russia expresses readiness to boost oil, LNG supplies to India

T 7 HRA S 99 3R LNG 3MYfd g™ &} dauvdr Sars

04A

Kerala’s development decade

YA P fapTH <P

04A

Patented drug tariffs: ‘india more or less shielded’

Yee gareli UR RW: ‘YR T JRida

04A

MSMEs ‘reluctant’ to switch over to piped natural gas supplies

THEATAS UISTS AHRd 19 yfd # geard &1 des «3ifreg®’
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Russia expresses readiness to
boost oil, LNG supplies to India

Russian Deputy PM Manturov discusses trade, fertilizers, connectivity, people-to-people ties with Modi; Russia cites ‘particular

attention’ paid to cooperation in sectors like oil, gas; joint project for production of urea under development, says Manturov

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

mid the oil shock

and supply chain

disruptions  trig-
gered by the U.S.-Israel war
on Iran, Russia has assured
that its energy companies
have the capacity to “stea-
dily increase” the supply of
oil and liquefied natural
gas (LNG) to India, and also
“continue” to address In-
dia’s fertilizer needs.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Denis Manturov,
on a two-day visit, called
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday and
discussed the supply of
fertilizers.

“We discussed our mu-
tually beneficial coopera-
tion in trade, fertilizers,
connectivity and people-
to-people ties,” said Mr.
Madi, who “welcomed sus-
tained efforts from beoth
sides” to realise the agree-
ments of the 23rd India-
Russia Annual Summit
hosted here in December
2025.

The visit is being seen as
part of the preparations by
the two sides ahead of the

v

Narendra Modi interacts with Russian Deputy Prime Minister Denis
Manturov in New Delhi on Thursday. ANl

upcoming BRICS summit
to be hosted by India and
the India-Russia annual
summit scheduled in Rus-
sia this year.

According to the Rus-
sian embassy, Mr. Mantu-
rov said that Russia has in-
creased  supplies  of
“in-demand mineral fertil-
izers to India by 40% and is
ready to continue meeting
India’s needs for this
product”.

He also mentioned that
a joint project for the pro-
duction of carbamide
(urea) is “under develop-
ment”. “Particular atten-
tion was paid to coopera-
tion in the oil and gas
sector. Manturov con-

firmed that Russian com-
panies have the capacity to
steadily increase supplies
of oil and liquefied natural
gas to the Indian market,”
said the embassy readout.

Mr. Manturov also met
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man and National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval, and the
leaders discussed conti-
nued energy supply to
India.

In a press note, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
Mr. Jaishankar and Mr.
Manturov “exchanged
views on regional and glo-
bal developments, includ-
ing the conflict in West

India-bound oil
heads to China?

CHENNAIL

Ping Shun, an Iranian crude oil
carrier that had been showing
it was heading to India, for
three days after crossing the
Strait of Hormuz, is heading to
China, as per marine logistics
and commodity markets

analytics firm Kpler. » PAGE 11

Asia” Mr. Manturov said
Russia will deepen nuclear
cooperation with India.
Other topics such as indus-
trial cooperation, space
and educational projects
were discussed in the
meetings.

Mr. Manturov’s Delhi vi-
sit, which ended on Friday,
took place days after Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov and Mr. Jaishan-
kar addressed a
conference on bilateral re-
lations through a video link
on March 23, during which
Mr. Lavrov indicated Rus-
sia’s preparations for the
annual summit.

Mr. Lavrov had ex-
pressed Russia’s support

for the BRICS where India
is the current Chair.

The group has attracted
attention in recent weeks
as it has not made a state-
ment on the evolving situa-
tion in West Asia, though
Russia, India and China,
who form a trilateral sub-
group called RIC, have in-
dicated that they will work
closely within BRICS,
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation and the UN on
issues that affect common
interests of the Global
South.

This was followed by the
March 30 Foreign Office
Consultations between In-
dia and Russia led by Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri and Russia’s Deputy
Foreign Minister Andrey
Rudenko.

This week, the Indian
side hosted Vladimir Ya-
kushev, First Deputy Chair-
man of the Federation
Council (Upper House) of
the Federal Assembly of
Russia. On Thursday, Mr.
Yakushev met Deputy
Chairman of the Rajya Sab-
ha Harivansh Narayan
Singh and Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla.

04A. Russia expresses readiness to boost oil, LNG supplies to India

I 7 URd $ 99 3R LNG 3MYfd g™ &1 aardr a8

Russian Deputy PM Manturov discusses trade, fertilizers, connectivity, people-to-

people ties with Modi; Russia cites ‘particular attention’ paid to cooperation in sectors

like oil, gas; joint project for production of urea under development says Manturov

Mwwﬂnﬁ’rnﬂﬁa

A A & 1Y AR, AP, HAfGefad!

3R AN & fa dae

TR g9l Bt FH A a9 3R 19 A &5 § 9gahT W IRy e 37 o5t a1a ) gf
IreA & fore wgad uiaiern faesranedi= 8, daRia A ®e1

¢ Amid the oil shock and supply chain disruptions triggered by the U.S.-Israel war on Iran,
Russia has assured that its energy companies have the capacity to “steadily increase” the
supply of oil and liquefied natural gas (LNG) to India, and also “continue” to address India’s

fertilizer needs.
SAFPT-FTRISA ERT IR R g5 I 7T ad Fed AR myfef gaan syaem=i & &9, &9 3
ww%m%ﬁ?wﬁmmﬁwaﬁéﬁsﬁvmmﬁv (LNG) 1 S
DI AR TG DI & § 3R YR B! AP ATaRIHalel &I WK ¥@ St off a5

e Russian Deputy Prime Minister Denis Manturov, on a two-day visit, called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday and discussed the supply of fertilizers.
w4 IU gy ST AR A & gy am & SR AR & U g Akt 3
qATHTd BI 3R IARD! b1 ATYf TR =l Bl

o “We discussed our mutually beneficial cooperation in trade, fertilizers, connectivity and
people-to-people ties,” said Mr. Modi, who “welcomed sustained efforts from both sides” to
realise the agreements of the 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit hosted here in December
2025.

“GH- HATUR, 343, PATaRfAT 3R AN & S Fael § URWRS TU J MHBR! Jgai R
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The visit is being seen as part of the preparations by the two sides ahead of the upcoming
BRICS summit to be hosted by India and the India-Russia annual summit scheduled in
Russia this year.

T I BT SATH BRICS RRER Tw@as, forie! Asar YR ST, 3R 39 99 %9 § gH aral
YRI-EY I RRIR T &1 ARl & iR & ©u § a1 A @1 5|

According to the Russian embassy, Mr. Manturov said that Russia has increased supplies of
“‘in-demand mineral fertilizers to India by 40% and is ready to continue meeting India’s
needs for this product

.t TRIT A a1 I =7 3 YR DI BT H 364 a1 @At IdRp1 o

sﬂqﬁm%aar R T IUIE B RN HRe B SRl &1 R 3 F R R 21
He also mentioned that a joint project for the production of carbamide (urea) is “under
development”.
I Tg +ff amn & erafargs @fvam & Iared & g ve dgad uias e 81
“Particular attention was paid to cooperation in the oil and gas sector. Manturov confirmed
that Russian companies have the capacity to steadily increase supplies of oil and liquefied
natural gas to the Indian market,” said the embassy readout.
¥ IR T & & gai R fai eq fen m) HqRia A gfd & fos St hufal o U
YR SR & 77 3R aRellpd UIpfad I i SMYfd $I AR d6 Bt &HdT §,” gaTaN &
I H $Hgl T
Mr. Manturov also met with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, and the leaders discussed continued
energy supply to India.

ot AT A fagwr w1 ww. Sty fa wEf frreiem Hrarwor oiR It QRe GaeHR et
SUTE Y 1 G BT R Fq1eA T URA B R Froft Sl W = |

In a press note, the External Affairs Ministry said Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Manturov
“exchanged views on regional and global developments, including the conflict in West
Asia.”
TS O e § faesr Hamer A Fgl fos ot SraRiar oiR ot dqRia A aefta ok afye fawry, o
a3 TlRrn &1 ud a8, W fGaR) &1 srer-ueH
Mr. Manturov said Russia will deepen nuclear cooperation with India.
ot HRIa A 5T o =0 YRA & T ULHTY] HEAHT D SR TG=T HT|
Other topics such as industrial cooperation, space and educational projects were
dlscussed in the meetings.
TganT, siafves i Afere uiaierrs ok s fawdl Wt == &t S|

Mr. Manturovs Delhi visit, which ended on Friday, took place days after Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov and Mr. Jaishankar addressed a conference on bilateral relations
through a video link on March 23, during which Mr. Lavrov indicated Russia’s preparations for
the annual summit.

ot TRId &1 feeett A6, S YPaR & TATK g8, ST [9e=T T TS aravig 3R 5t Siar
GRT 23 ATd $I difel fiie & Aregd J fguefia Yel IR uh IieH & Jaifd &1 & S feA
91¢ g3, o ot araRla 7 aftfer RReR Iwe & fore = o) darial &1 davd faa
Mr. Lavrov had expressed Russia’s support for the BRICS where India is the current Chair.
o ARG A BRICS & U = & GHYH &I Fad {61 UT, gt YRd IadH feqel 5|
The group has attracted attention in recent weeks as it has not made a statement on the
evolving situation in West Asia, though Russia, India and China, who form a trilateral
subgroup called RIC, have indicated that they will work closely within BRICS, Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation and the UN on issues that affect common interests of the Global
South.
I8 TE 1A & Tl § & ST o 8T § s 39 uf3rm TRmn &) sead fRufd w1
SO el fea B, grelif 9, 4R SR =M, S RIC A1 Bueiy gqg &1 7, 3 ba fear g
f 3 BRICS, WWWsﬁvmwg$ WWE@M%WW@[@%@
R DR B B3|

This was followed by the March 30 Foreign Office Consultations between India and Russia
led by Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Andrey
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Rudenko.

TP 1C 30 A &1 HRd 3R = & o fae=r eratera W=t gan, e A9 faew afyg

faspa firedt 8Tk =9 & U fadw w50 s we! A f)

e This week, the Indian side hosted Vladimir Yakushev, First Deputy Chairman of the
Federation Council (Upper House) of the Federal Assembly of Russia.

U W8 HRAR U&= & $I Tl THT & I Fe & YYH IuTee ATGHR IIHpRAd D

Ao B

e On Thursday, Mr. Yakushev met Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha Harivansh Narayan

Singh and Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.
THAR &1 9t GG 7 ATGHT & IUTHTAF FRa=T AR Rig 3R dimaym sieger 3y

fasenr @ gaea 3t

Kerala’s development decade

he decade from 2016 to 2026 has been

a period of rapid and unprecedented

economic development in the State of

Kerala. These changes have been
achieved despite the financial constraints
imposed on the State by the Union Government.
Kerala has distinguished itself as the only State to
sustain a formal planning process, enabling it to
significantly increase capital expenditure from
2017 onwards, contrary to the declining trend
observed in 18 major States after the dissolution
of the Planning Commission.

Kerala’s growth rates are comparable to, and in
some years higher than, the national average.
Every sector of the economy has been put on a
new growth path. The share of budgetary funds
designated exclusively for people of the
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST)
has consistently exceeded the share of SC/STs in
the State. Since 2016, administrative approval for
more than 1,200 infrastructure projects has been
given for projects financed by the innovative new
instrument of the Kerala Infrastructure
Investment Fund Board (KITFB). Local
governments are now not only instruments of
people’s participation but also catalysts of
income-growth.

Kerala Bank was created by consolidating
district cooperative banks into a single institution
—a move that has strengthened financial stability,
expanded rural credit, and opened the way for a
people-oriented development bank. The
heightened role of cooperative establishments
can be illustrated with a single standout fact:
Kerala is certainly the only State of the Union in
which the largest civil construction company is a
workers’ cooperative.

On education and health

There have been major investments in school
infrastructure, teacher development, curriculum
renewal, and IT-enabled learning. The State has
achieved universal, free elementary education
with a zero per cent dropout at the preparatory
and middle-school level; the dropout rates among
SC/ST students are among India’s lowest. Kerala
is also India’s first fully digital State in school
education. In higher and technical education,
there have been reforms in governance,
curriculum, and institutional structures, along
with strong public investment. All these efforts
have contributed to improved national rankings
for schools, universities, and colleges.

Kerala is internationally recognised for its
strong public health performance, with key
indicators such as an infant mortality rate of just
five per 1,000 live births — better than the United
States. Programmes such as the Aardram Mission
and Karunya Arogya Suraksha Padhathi have
improved the health infrastructure and provided
cashless health coverage (up to %5 lakh) to over 42
lakh families. The State has expanded services to
cover mental health, non-communicable
diseases, and e-health. Kerala’s handling of the
Nipah outbreaks and the COVID-19 pandemic has

P P faPTH <P

o Kerala Bank was created by consolidating district cooperative banks into a single institution.

V.K.
Ramachandran
Vice-Chairperson,

Kerala State
Planning Board

Despite a
structurally
discriminatory
federal fiscal
architecture, it
is a journey
marked by
unprecedented
human
development
gains and
economic
growth

demonstrated the strengths of the health system.

In November 2025, the Government of Kerala
fulfilled a historic promise to the people when it
put an end to extreme poverty. The policy on
housing for the poor — and the actual modern,
safe, comfortable houses built for the poor - has
set, as in other fields, new national standards. By
February 2026, over five lakh houses were built
under the LIFE Mission.

Women in Kerala have attained high levels of
educational attainment, and the highest life
expectancy in the country. These outcomes
reflect sustained investments in education, health
care, nutrition, and social security,
complemented by pioneering institutional
innovations such as Kudumbashree, which has
emerged as a globally recognised model for
women’s collective empowerment, livelihoods,
and local economic development. Child health is
among the best in India, and the Gender Budget
exceeds one-fifth of the Annual Plan outlay.

Social justice

Reflecting plan priorities, the new Elderly
Budget, which takes up 19% of the State Budget
for 2026-27, mainstreams senior citizens’ needs
across planning, pensions, health care, and local
governance. Over 75% of the elderly are covered
by pension schemes. Allocations to schemes for
persons with disabilities have more than doubled
between 2016 and 2026.

The Public Distribution System (PDS) operates
as a near-universal safety net, covering nearly 95
lakh ration card-holding households. The State
actively intervenes in markets through its civil
supplies network in order to maintain low
food-price inflation well below the national
average.

Human development gains have been used as
a springboard for economic growth. Growth in
the primary sectors, in industry, infrastructure,
and in modern services (including information
technology and tourism) has been
unprecedented.

The long-held perception that Kerala is
unfriendly to industrial growth has been laid to
rest. Industry in Kerala has been placed on a new
trajectory, driven by the growth of MSMEs and
modern industries, the expansion of industrial
infrastructure, higher levels of value addition, a
turnaround in the performance of public sector
undertakings, and modernisation of traditional
sectors.

In 2016, commentators said that Kerala had
missed the IT bus. In 2025, however, the Global
Startup Ecosystem Report reported a 147%
increase in ecosystem value in Kerala. Pioneering
initiatives, such as recognising Internet access as
a basic right and establishing K-FON, have played
a significant role.

Inan international context in which workers’
rights are being undermined, there has been a
continuous effort in Kerala to strengthen labour
law in favour of workers, including migrant
workers. Kerala's policies are a vital

counter-narrative to the broader trend of
deregulation.

Roads remain the backbone of mobility, and
major corridor projects like the Hill Highway,
alongside rapid four-laning of National Highways
have significantly reduced travel time and
strengthened east-west and last-mile
connectivity. The Kochi Metro is now operating at
scale, while the Kochi Water Metro, India’s first of
its kind, has demonstrated the viability of clean
inland water transport. The commissioning of the
Vizhinjam International Deep-Water Seaport in
2024 marked a historic milestone. The road
transport corporation has stabilised and
improved performance. The State achieved full
electrification in 2017 and has since maintained
uninterrupted power supply, while reducing
technical and commercial losses. Total installed
capacity expanded by 50%, with solar power
emerging as the most dynamic segment.

Kerala has emerged as a national and
international reference point in disaster
management, demonstrating effectiveness with
respect to immediate and decentralised disaster
response and long-term recovery.

Public investment in culture rose sharply, with
allocations for culture, museums, archaeology,
and heritage recording a 30% increase in 2026-27.
The International Film Festival of Kerala,
Kochi-Muziris Biennale, International Theatre
Festival of Kerala, and IDSFFK expanded in scale
and global reach. Plan outlays for sports rose by
nearly 160% between 2016-17 and 2026-27, backed
by over 3,500 crore for infrastructure, including
India’s first stadium for persons with disabilities.

Fiscal constraint

Kerala's capacity to finance development is
constrained by a structurally imbalanced federal
fiscal architecture. This imbalance has been
reinforced through multiple channels: the
centralisation of taxation under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the withdrawal of assured
GST compensation, restrictive borrowing limits,
and a growing reliance on conditional and
discretionary transfers. The effective share of
States in Union tax revenues has been eroded by
the expanding use of cesses and surcharges
outside the divisible pool, while unconditional
Finance Commission transfers have been
progressively supplanted by Centrally Sponsored
Schemes characterised by rigid design, delays,
and partial releases. Together, these
developments have weakened the principles of
cooperative federalism, reduced fiscal
predictability, and narrowed the policy space
available to Kerala to sustain public investment
alongside their social and development
commitments.

Over this decade, the Government of Kerala
has sought to create and to present to India and
the world a democratic, socially inclusive,
participatory, high-growth, and sustainable
alternative development policy. That effort must
not be permitted to falter.

HYA 9P Tl ePRI bl P! B T TR & FY H F171 741
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This strengthened financial stability, expanded rural credit, and enabled a people-oriented
development bank.

o faxita fRRar, arftor Bor faaR, 3R oH1-3744 fae & & serar fiya|

Kerala is the only State where the largest civil construction company is a workers’
cooperative.

I UH A ST g 91 Jad Fet AT U+l U 4fie Jgpril TR R

On education and health

frem ok @A W

There have been major investments in school infrastructure, teacher development,
curriculum renewal, and IT-enabled learning.

Wpd ATEIAT, e fawTH, urousy GuR, iR 3mgdl smurfa Riem o a8 Fawgu gl
The State has achieved universal, free elementary education with zero per cent dropout
at preparatory and middle-school level.

15T A 3R 1310w wrufire Rien g1k o1 5, s 3 giusnse e 6
Dropout rates among SC/ST students are among India’s lowest.

SC/ST Bl &I AT &R URA & e HH ¢ |

Kerala is India’s first fully digital State in school education.

A YR F1 ugen guf fefrea voa Rrem arar wsa 3|
IR B IS TITRA TUTER SRR WR R R 0T 2

The infant mortality rate is just 5 per 1,000 live births.
Ry g o% %aa 5 ufe 1,000 shfaa s 2|

In November 2025, Kerala ended extreme poverty.

qdaR 2025 H B 7 AU TS FHIGT HR |

The housing policy created modern, safe, comfortable houses for the poor.

3T =Hfa & d8d TRia & e anyfe, TRfdma SR SRTHERI® WR S U

By February 2026, over five lakh houses were built under the LIFE Mission.

BRARY 2026 A LIFE fie & dgd 5 @@ & 3if¥res ¥’ e e

Women in Kerala have attained high levels of educational attainment and the highest life
expectancy in the country.

A DI Afgarst 7 Iod WR i Afew Iuated 3R o= H T 31fAH 3R UedT=M TR BT ¢
These outcomes reflect sustained investments in education, health care, nutrition, and
social security.

3 ko e, Tar=a [T, Nyor 3R JrATiored JRe&m H FRaR oW & gwiid g

These are complemented by innovations such as Kudumbashree.

3¢ pgradl SR TR TaERI §RT Aolgd a1 T 5|

Kudumbashree is a globally recognised model for women’s empowerment, livelihoods,
and local economic development.

pgad afger axIfda® v, reifaer iR Rt anfie fawr o1 afye misa gl

Child health in Kerala is among the best in India.

I T 9Tt WA YR § 9aY S8R & |

The Gender Budget exceeds one-fifth of the Annual Plan outlay.

ST gole aIie T oY &1 Uh-urddi 9 IfUd gl

Social justice

TS =T

The new Elderly Budget takes up 19% of the State Budget (2026-27).

T g5 ToIe ST ToIC BT 19% (2026-27) B

It mainstreams senior citizens’ needs in planning, pensions, health care, and governance.
Ig IR TRIRG! BT SExdl 1 AT, Y, TR JaT 3R R § S HAT 51

Over 75% of the elderly are covered by pension schemes.

75% ¥ 3f¥e gort UM Qs & Sfarid o §1
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Allocations for persons with disabilities have more than doubled (2016-2026).
faaiT saferaal & forg e 2016-2026 & S SREA A 3if¥® 81 W & |

The Public Distribution System (PDS) covers nearly 95 lakh households.
Hrdeif=e fIaor Yurrelt (PDS) TTHT 95 @A URER) & HaR Sl 8

The State intervenes to maintain low food-price inflation below the national average.
RIS W1 Yo GETEBIa 1 1P SAd | =1 91T 9 & o gadd avan g |
Human development gains have driven economic growth.

A4 farg &t Iuairt 7 e faera o semar fear 21

Growth in primary sector, industry, infrastructure, and modern services has been
unprecedented.

WIS &, I, SgER=AT 3R Sy Aansit § siyayd 3fS g3 ¢

The perception that Kerala is unfriendly to industry has been laid to rest.

B b SRR &1 B YR A 81 7S B

Industry growth is driven by MSMEs, modern industries, infrastructure expansion, value
addition, and PSU turnaround.

I 9 MSMES, ST ST, SR R, Gea Gad R ardeifre Sumel &
YR Y Jaferd g

In 2016, Kerala was said to have missed the IT bus.

2016 H g1 71 UT fb Rt et & H i T§ T B

In 2025, the Global Startup Ecosystem Report recorded a 147% increase in ecosystem
value.

2025 ¥ Teiae werd sy fRuld 3 147% i ool 31|

In|t|at|ves like Internet as a basic right and K-FON played a key role.

M RPR 3R K-FON St Ugal 7 Agaqul Yfiyet A
Kerala has strengthened labour laws in favour of workers, including migrant workers.
PRA A mmaﬁmmé,ﬁmﬁmm%ﬁmﬁa%
These policies act as a counter-narrative to deregulation trends globally.
3 ffaar Ay fAaae gem o1 ugfa & Raas te defeus eReior g #rdt 8
Roads remain the backbone of mobility, and major corridor projects like the Hill Highway
have strengthened connectivity.

TS giag @1 g 71 53 6, 9k e g1Ed o T PSR uRaeel 4 Ffaefact
Aolgd B g |

Rapid four-laning of National Highways has reduced travel time.

TP ISTHRT & AISIH0T - AT 6 B HH 57 3

It has improved east—-west and last-mile connectivity.

o9 qd-uf¥e 3iR e -a13d Hfeefad dgaR €3 3

The Kochi Metro is now operating at scale.

Difer AT 3F T8 TR R F1d 81 el g

The Kochi Water Metro, India’s first of its kind, has proven clean inland water transport

viability.

P 1R AT, YR S1 Ugal, | Wed SiaeRig et uRag & SUAfIdr Tifad &1 |

The V|zh|njam International Deep-Water Seaport (2024) marked a historic milestone.
TG STet ARG (2024) TP UdeTies Suisd IE|

The road transport corporation has stabilised and improved performance.

o4 uRkag 1 = fRRar iR wex= & gur f&ar g1

Kerala achieved full electrification in 2017 and maintains uninterrupted power supply.

I = 2017 H ol faggedteor g1 faman oiR fAer fasrelt emgfef s =it

It has reduced technical and commercial losses.

de-e! 3R arfdifus Jear o4 fhu T B

Total installed capacity expanded by 50%, with solar power growing rapidly.

Fd R & T 50% Jiex g3, FOTH WR Sl dont J 91|

Kerala is a national and international model in disaster management.

B SATYGT YU H AT 3R SaRIPT Alsd o T & |

It has shown effectiveness in decentralised response and long-term recovery.

9 fad=siiepa ufafsrar 3k Qe grata & gyasidd foar 31
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Public investment in culture increased sharply.

Tepfa § rdeiie g oot AT 2|

Allocations for culture, museums, archaeology, and heritage rose by 30% (2026-27).
TXPTd, YUGTeR, QI 3R TR % 1T aftdet B 3006 (2026-27) Gl

Events like IFFK, Kochi-Muziris Biennale, ITFoK, IDSFFK expanded globally.

IFFK, aﬁ%gﬁlﬁvﬁmﬁ ITFoK, IDSFFK @@rwmwwﬁwﬁﬁ@zl

Plan outlays for sports rose by nearly 160% (2016-17 to 2026-27).
Wl & foIT IioHT T B T 160% Jiek (2016-17 | 2026-27) TS|
Over ¥3,500 crore was invested in sports infrastructure.

WA TR H 3,500 HAS A 4 Fawr fovar man

India’s first stadium for persons with disabilities was built.

feraai safeaal & forw WRA &1 ugar RfSaH s/ |

Fiscal constraint

fa~ita ST

Kerala’'s development is constrained by an imbalanced federal fiscal architecture.
A BT [AHN Srigferd Wt faiig Temr 9 S1fid ¢ |

The GST system has led to centralisation of taxation.

GST WIS = BRI HT Bald ol o g

Withdrawal of GST compensation has affected finances.

GsT &fayfed geq I fada yHT ST R

Restrictive borrowing limits have constrained spending.

IYRY B FE T &1 Afd w51

Increasing reliance on conditional transfers reduces flexibility.

31t e gaiaRoT R ke ety &0 SRt g |

States’ share in Union taxes is reduced due to cesses and surcharges.

Y 3R IFYYR & SR I BT g1 gel gl

Finance Commission transfers are replaced by rigid Centrally Sponsored Schemes.
a1 TART FATARVT &1 TG HOR B WrAford A o % |

These schemes face delays and partial releases.

= droraedt & 38 3R 3ifRre e W E B

These developments weaken cooperative federalism.

3 I AgPRI VUAIG B! HHSR Hd ¢ |

They reduce fiscal predictability and policy space.

3 fa~ita yafqagar oik Hif & &t Hftrg aa B

Patented drug
tariffs: India
more or less

shielded’
4GS Ill: Economy |

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India is unlikely to be sig-
nificantly impacted by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
announcement of 100% ta-
riffs on certain patented
drugs, as the country pri-
marily exports low-cost ge-
neric medicines to Ameri-
ca, think tank GTRI said.

Mr. Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order on April 2,
announcing the imposition
of a 100% ad valorem duty
on the import of certain
patented pharmaceuticals
and associated pharma-
ceutical ingredients.

The order builds on a
Section 232 investigation
launched on May 1, 2025,
which cited national secur-
ity risks from dependence
on foreign drug supplies.

The Global Trade Re-
search [Initiative (GTRI)
said the move has left “In-
dia largely protected, given
its dominance in low-cost
generic drug exports to the
U.S.” In 2025, India export-
ed $9.7 billion pharma-
ceuticals to the U.S.

04A. Patented drug tariffs: ‘India more or less shielded’

Uee garsil W R®: ‘YR ey qRige

e Indiais unlikely to be significantly impacted by U.S. President Donald
Trump’s announcement of 100% tariffs on certain patented drugs, as the
country primarily exports low-cost generic medicines to America, think tank
GTRI said.

SR APUld SIHIeS ¢U GRT TS Uee garafi IR 100% ¢ T 3T giwon
T URT W 3P YU TS B GHTaT g1 &, Tl o T8I U J ARSI o
W AN AT SR gaTy Fafd sxar g, Rie ¢ GTRI = &gl

e Mr. Trump signed an executive order on April 2, announcing the
imposition of a 100% ad valorem duty on the import of certain patented
pharmaceuticals and associated pharmaceutical ingredients.

ot TU A 2 T B U BIABRI MM R gxNeR vy, s @ Uce
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e The order builds on a Section 232 investigation launched on May 1, 2025, which cited
national security risks from dependence on foreign drug supplies.

g TG 1 7S 2025 P = DI 715 YIRT 232 i TR SR

R 4 Iee I YRam S o1 Sevi fobar ol

&, forgd faaet <ar smgfd w

e The Global Trade Research Initiative (GTRI) said the move has left “India largely protected,
given its dominance in low-cost generic drug exports to the U.S.”

wied ¢ v sfRmfea

(GTRI) 3 FgT fb T FHaH F “URd HTH! 8¢ db QR g, Fifh

Ig AR B! HH TRTG dTelt SR garsil & fafa § g1

o In 2025, India exported $9.7 billion pharmaceuticals to the U.S.

2025, YRT = ARSI $I 9.7 3RE STeR DI wHTNGfeHed &1 Faid fwar|

MSME:s ‘reluctant’ to
switch over to piped
natural gas supplies

Industry officials point to deficiency in PNG supply post war breakout

and also infrastructure insufficiencies for hesitation to switch fuels

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

he Micro, Small

and Medium-scale

Enterprises
(MSMEs) in the manufac-
turing sector have ex-
pressed fears about switch-
ing over to Piped Natural
Gas (PNG) from commer-
cial LPG cylinders.

The 1.65 crore regis-
tered MSME:s are located in
multiple clusters across the
country and some of the
States have PNG for these
clusters for decades.

Sunil Desai, who runs a
MSME in Vadodara, said
units in Vadodara have
been having PNG supply
for almost 40 years now.

‘No supply guarantee’
“Yet, there is 20% to 50%
reduction in supply be-
cause of the war. So, what
is the guarantee on the
consistency of supply for
the MSMEs,” he asks.

The calorific value of
PNG is a tad lower than
LPG. So, industries opting
for PNG should have the
technical knowledge on
the gas supply they are go-
ing to choose, he adds.

Anil Bhardwaj, secre-
tary general of the Federa-
tion of Indian MSMEs, said
the MSMEs were unhappy
with the government’s de-
cision asking commercial
LPG cylinder customers to

Ifs and buts: The calorific value of PNG is a tad lower than LPG,
according to officials of some MSMES. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Many MSME:s shift

jobs such as weldin;
to different sites

and need cylinders
for the purpose

register for PNG to get the
additional LPG supply.

Lack infrastructure
“Not all areas of an indus-
trial city have PNG infras-
tructure. Providing this
will take time. The MSMEs
should have the option of
both, LPG and PNG.
Though the units may have
to make investments inter-
nally to change equipment
for PNG use, what is worry-
ing them more is the lack
of PNG infrastructure, es-
pecially in the NCR and Ta-
mil Nadu,” he added.
President of the Coim-

batore District Small Indus-
tries Association, M. Kar-
thikeyan, said it will not be
economically viable for mi-
cro industries to switch ov-
er to PNG as they will have
to spend on infrastructure.
Also, many units work out
of rented premises.

Sudhakar Sundaravel,
national head of the SME
doman of the All India Pro-
fessionals’ Congress, said
MSMEs were not confined
to a defined area.

“The concept maybe
good and the industries
may be willing. But, do we
have the infrastructure?
And when it is done in a
hurry, how do we ensure
safety standards?” he asks.

Many MSME:s shift jobs
such as welding to diffe-
rent sites and need cylin-
ders that can be carried for
such jobs, he pointed out.

04A. MSMEs ‘reluctant’ to switch
over to piped natural gas supplies

aigts
IGATd DI ABY TGP’

e Industry officials point to deficiency in
PNG supply post war breakout and also
infrastructure insufficiencies for hesitation
to switch fuels.

AN & USRI G & q1G PNG ATYfef &
ﬁ@?ﬁﬁuﬁmﬁaﬁﬁaﬁéwwﬁ
7 RRafedarge &1 HRU 9dd &

e The Micro, Small and Medium-
scale Enterprises (MSMES) in the
manufacturing sector have expressed fears
about switching over to Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) from commercial LPG cylinders.

fafmtor & & ger, @Y iR Heaw ITw

(MSMEs) = SgA® LPG fidssd I ursts

j;%ﬁﬁv (PNG) H ScdId Bl ADR foidTl e
|

e The 1.65 crore registered MSMEs
are located in multiple clusters across the
country and some of the States have had
PNG for these clusters for decades.

TR H ol A aeree”) § fUd 1.65 BRS
Yofird MSMEs § 3TR 3% 101 § 3 e
¥ oI g2l ¥ PNG IS B

e Sunil Desai, who runs a MSME in
Vadodara, said units in Vadodara have been
having PNG supply for almost 40 years now.

# MSME 9¢ arel gAtd ¢ars -
P P TSGR BT SHIZTT Dl TTHIT 40 TN
PNG 3MTgfd i 8t §1

osu ply g arantee

o “Yet, there is a 20% to 50% reduction in supply because of the war. So, what is the
guarantee on the consistency of supply for the MSMESs,” he asks.

fhR 1t g5 & HRUT SMgfed A 20% H 509 B HHY 318 5| T MSMEs & 1T Smafef Ft FaRar
P RIRA B, 4 IBA 5|
e The calorific value of PNG is a tad lower than LPG.

PNG &1 &I A9 (PRI deg) LPG T ST HH a1 ]
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So, industries opting for PNG should have the technical knowledge on the gas supply they
are going to choose, he adds.

2T PNG SU-TH aTd I & I It ST arelt 79 3MMgfef & SR § aap-e! 1 g1 1fag,
dSed gl

Anil Bhardwaj, secretary general of the Federation of Indian MSMESs, said the MSMEs
were unhappy with the government’s decision asking commercial LPG cylinder customers to
register for PNG to get the additional LPG supply.

T 3P SfETT MSMEs & ARG if el HRgIST 3 $81 fh MSMEs TRBR & 3T
fofa & TrRgw § fored araaiRie Lp Iusiiadrsh & sifafed LPG smyfd um & for PNG &
foTT USfiepuT 3 bl HET T B

Lack infrastructure

eI 3 Bl

“Not all areas of an industrial city have PNG infrastructure.
fpt NNy TER & Tt & & PNG gFae) g et B
Providing this will take time.

Y U B H GHI T

The MSMESs should have the option of both, LPG and PNG.

MSMEs & U LPG 3R PNG aH! &1 fasey g1 =nfgul

Though the units may have to make investments internally to change equipment for PNG use,
what is worrying them more is the lack of PNG infrastructure, especially in the NCR and
Tamil Nadu,” he added.

STCl SHTRA BT PNG ITANT 3 RiT ST et 7 SiidRep FIas ST U8 Teell 2, AT
3% 3 a1 PNG FFrITd} 2 3t Y, faRiwas NCR SR afterrs &, 31 2, I ol

President of the Coimbatore District Small Industries Association, M. Karthikeyan, said it
will not be economically viable for micro industries to switch over to PNG as they will have to
spend on infrastructure.

DIuagR FoTe aY ST WY & 3reael TH. Bifddpd- - Hal o e I & fag PNG &
gedd Wwﬁwﬁqﬁmaﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬁwmmwmml

Also, many units work out of rented premises.

T BT, s SH13AT fhRTE & URIRT H H1H Bl ¢ |

Sudhakar Sundaravel, national head of the SME domain of the All India Professionals’
Congress said MSMEs were not confined to a defined area.

3HTet TS MBI ST b SME S & AP THE JUTHY Gaad o Hel fb MSMES
foreft Py &= do diftrd 18T 51
“The concept maybe good and the industries may be willing.
g SAYRN 3BT 51 Ul 5 3R AN AR 1 § 9 5|
But, do we have the infrastructure?
Qfcp o1 g9 U g g g2
And when it is done in a hurry, how do we ensure safety standards?” he asks.
3R e 3 Secaroll H far of1aT 8, df 89 GRET W & v YRR H82” 3 I8d 8
Many MSMEs shift jobs such as welding to different sites and need cylinders that can be
carried for such jobs, he pointed out.
IBi IaM {6 5 MSMEs afedT S8 wraf of fafid RIFl IR RIFTARd &vd ¢ SR T Sl
& fore 3% O I g Rycls™t &t sra=aehal git 5
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‘Mounjaro brides’: weight loss jabs
are part of pre-wedding preparation

Reuters for adults classified as
HYDERABAD obese, or for those consi-
dered overweight with a
Soon-to-be  brides and weight-related  medical
grooms seeking shortcuts condition such as diabetes,
to shed pounds before the hypertension or sleep
big day have become the apnea.
latest consumer target for “Mounjaro has been ap-

weight-loss drugs in India. proved by regulators for
New Delhi wellness clin- specific medical indica-
ic Klarity Skin Clinic touts a tions and is intended to be

“Mounjaro bride” package,

used only under the super-

while other clinics have vision of a qualified health-
woven weight-loss injec- : < care professional,” Lilly
tions into "pre-wedding" Quick fix: Dr. Swati Pradhan displays a Mounjaro injection used for said in a statement.

transformation packages
typically focused on skin
treatments and hairstyle
makeovers.

In a social media video,
Klarity offers “guided nu-
trition, Mounjaro and
smart workouts” to pre-
pare brides to walk down
the aisle. The clinic did not
respond to a request for
comment.

Eight doctors inter-
viewed by Reuters said
they have been fielding in-
quiries from brides, and
some grooms, about taking
weight-loss drugs before
taking their vows. Many
asked for EliLilly’s Mounja-
ro, the first GLP-1 medica-
tion to enter India’s market
for both diabetes and
weight loss. It has become

weight loss procedures at a clinic in Mumbai. REUTERS

Goel, a bariatric surgeon at
Hindivine Healthcare in
New Delhi.

He said he prescribed
the drugs only if patients
were medically eligible,
not for cosmetic use.

Societal pressure
Weddings in India are
grand affairs for families
that can afford them, with
culture and tradition exert-
ing a strong influence. Ma-
ny marriages continue to
be arranged by families,of-
ten bringing expectations
around physical appea-
rance and financial status.
Aditi, a 26-year-old fi-
nance worker from Mum-
bai, consulted a doctor in

not want to feel that way at
the time of the wedding.”
She is one of the half a
dozen brides, and one
groom, who spoke to Reu-
ters about pre-wedding use
of weight-loss drugs, but
asked not to use their fami-
Iy names due to social stig-
mas. They cited societal
pressure to look a “certain
way” at their wedding and
most had discontinued the
injections soon after.

Huge market

Novo and Lilly launched
obesity drugs in India last
year. The market is fore-
cast to reach I80 billion
($851.79million) by 2030.
Mounjaro sales doubled in

The lowest Mounjaro in-
jection pen dose sells for
3,125  ($139.50) per
month in India, while the
highest dose costs 25,781
rupees.

Novo, which this week
cut prices of Ozempic and
Wegovy for the second
time, is selling the lowest
Wegovy dose for 5,660
($60.90) and the highest
for 16,400 a month.

Novo said it discourages
any form of self-medica-
tion of semaglutide or de-
viation from the indicated
use on label.

India could have more
than 440 million over-
weight or obese people by
2050, one of the world’s
highest totals, according to
The Lancet.

more sought after than No-  November for a weight-loss  the months after launch, With local drugmakers
vo Nordisk’s rival Wego-  prescription after exercise =~ making it the highest-sell-  flooding the market with
vy,the doctors said. and diet failed to get the ing drug in the world’s cheaper weight-loss medi-

“Over the last few
months, over 20% of the
queries we've received for
obesity injections are from
to-be brides, who also
openly give us a timeline
on how soon they are get-
ting married,” said Rajat

desired results.

“When I see the result, I
feel happy,” Aditi said
about losing 10 kilograms
(22 pounds) on Mounjaro
before her February wed-
ding. “If I am not happy, [
don’t feel confident. 1 did

most populous nation. In-
dian drugmakers began
selling cheaper versions of
Novo’s drug last month af-
ter patent on semaglutide,
its active ingredient, ex-
pired, boosting access.
The drugs are intended

ASS: WTS! J Ugd I AU H a9 ge™ & 3

cines, India’s drugs regula-
tor raised concerns about
misuse. “We understand
the curiosity, but this can-
not be a quick fix,” said Dr.
Swati Pradhan, founder of
obesity and metabolic
wellness clinic Live Light.

‘Mounjaro brides’: weight loss jabs are part of pre- wedding preparation

e Soon-to-be brides and grooms seeking shortcuts to shed pounds before the big day have
become the latest consumer target for weight-loss drugs in India.
TS § UG STeg! 9o geH & falg R damRl Xg 8 a1 gegl-gegd HRd H aoi- Uer
it garaii & T IUHIT 9 MW |

¢ New Delhi wellness clinic Klarity Skin Clinic touts a “Mounjaro bride” package, while other
clinics have woven weight-loss injections into “pre-wedding” transformation packages typically
focused on skin treatments and hairstyle makeovers.

T2 el ) ey e “HR 9158” U &1 TR Bl ©,
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e 31 fFafRe aoH gem & o9 &) “W-afST cRapiHeH ted & Tid #R ) €, S
STAIR TR 9T IUIR 3R FIRERA HH3faR TR Hisd gid 8 |

In a social media video, Klarity offers “guided nutrition, Mounjaro and smart workouts” to
prepare brides to walk down the aisle.

TP QI Hifsar A 8§ walel gegl & TR B & 7 eSS Y=, MAeR! 3R
WTE THIATIST” FI UAHY A B |

The clinic did not respond to a request for comment.

faafaes A fewuft & 3Ry &1 Sfare =781 faa

Eight doctors interviewed by Reuters said they have been fielding inquiries from brides, and
some grooms, about taking weight-loss drugs before taking their vows.

ey R IR fahT T 3118 SlaeRl 3 w8l b 3% geg! 3R $© geal I XS Y Uga aor
g dTelt gad oF & §R B yzdre A g 7l
Many asked for EliLilly’s Mounjaro, the first GLP-1 medication to enter India’s market for
both diabetes and weight loss.

&g AN - Telt fRrel &Y MFoIR) & IR T YT, S 4R § AYAg 3R g9 geM i & o
U GLP-1 EaT g |

It has pecome more sought after than Novo Nordisk’s Wegovy, the doctors said.
EigeR! - gl [ Ig at AlfSwd Pt At ¥ 31 Dbl g1 78 g

“Over the last few months, over 20% of the queries we’ve received for obesity injections are
from to-be brides, who also openly give us a timeline on how soon they are getting married,”
said Rajat Goel, a bariatric surgeon at Hindivine Healthcare in New Delhi.

7% foech 3 FefdaTe BT & SRUIRE D Toid Io7d e 3 Pl fU%d oo Aol d, 89
HeTaT E9R & forg firelt 200 ¥ 31 THdTeS B aTeht geaHl & oS \—rﬁsﬁwaaﬁ
& & 3} 21} fhat Sieg €1 arelt 81

He said he prescribed the drugs only if patients were medically eligible, not for cosmetic use.

%ﬁw%ammaﬁﬁ%wmﬁmﬁawﬁmaﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁw
|

Societal pressure

qdld

Weddings in India are grand affairs for families that can afford them, with culture and tradition
exerting a strong influence.

YRd H it 39 URART & o8 4T ST Bicht § ol 39 a6 HR Uhd §, STe! Apid 3R
TRTRT T TT6R1 UHTd B1ell & |

Many marriages continue to be arranged by families, often bringing expectations around
physical appearance and financial status.

et snft off aRaRY gRT aa 1 ol 8, o sra =i = 8w e fRufa 9
S SUETE 3T Bl & |
Aditi, a 26-year-old finance worker from Mumbai, consulted a doctor in November for a
weight-loss prescr|pt|on after exercise and diet failed to get the desired results.

TS 1 26 TUI BRI HHART ffefa - TdaR & qoi geH & fo1w Sidex I IR fom, o
Y 3R STse I 3fasd glkome 81 el
“When | see the result, | feel happy,” Aditi said about losing 10 kilograms (22 pounds) on

Mounjaro before her February wedding.
oie H afomy <) g, A g2 g At 8, eifefr 3 et et Tt ¥ ugd MR | 10
(22 UTSS) T91 HH B & aR H FHaT|
“If | am not happy, | don’t feel confident.
“3AR T G TR 8, A T STy Tt Heg™ gidT|
| did not want to feel that way at the time of the wedding.”
o et & JET U Hegy 8] A1 gt At
She is one of the half a dozen brides, and one groom, who spoke to Reuters about pre-
wedding use of weight-loss drugs, but asked not to use their family names due to social
stigmas.

Ig 39 3T ToiF gea-! 3R U gog A 3§ U § foraid UTel § Ugd aoi g ard garsfi &
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e They cited societal pressure to look a “certain way” at their wedding and most had
discontinued the injections soon after.

I8 T H T (Y i  fora & fo amfore gara &1 Ioor fobar 3R siffiei=r 3
Siee Bl S99 AT 9 B feaT|

Huge market

forema IR

e Novo and Lilly launched obesity drugs in India last year.
ral 3R foret = fUge 9 YRd & WieTur garg did & |

¢ The market is forecast to reach ¥80 billion ($851.79 million) by 2030.
T TOR & 2030 % 80 3R ($851.79 fAferasy) d& ug= &1 rgaH B |

e Mounjaro sales doubled in the months after launch, making it the highest-selling drug in the
world’s most populous nation.

dAl & S1G & W I H HITeIRI @1 faspt QI 81 718, Fored I8 g & qedl ifies s
I 3N H o 31 foep) arel) gar s TS |

¢ Indian drugmakers began selling cheaper versions of Novo’s drug last month after patent on
semaglutide, its active ingredient, expired, boosting access.

YR gar fFafarst 3 fsd 1ER YUNgerss EUd Jihd gcdh) & Ude JHIE g1F & d1g Aial
DI a1 o T GBI ST Y= fobaT, o1 ugd ae |

e The drugs are intended for adults classified as obese, or for those considered overweight
with a weight-related medical condition such as diabetes, hypertension or sleep apnea.

3 gaTt HeTd @ IR T 1 S T 3 1 & R o @ St e Ty o
YA, 3 IFIATY IT T Tufrn g |

¢ “Mounjaro has been approved by regulators for specific medical indications and is intended
to be used only under the supervision of a qualified healthcare professional,” Lilly said in a
statement.
foreht 3 v S B Fal, “HHeIRI & ot gRT faviy fafeefia sexal & fim i s 8
3R ST ITANT Hadt TG WA YRR B AR F fasam S anfge 1

e The lowest Mounjaro injection pen dose sells for 13,125 ($139.50) per month in India, while
the highest dose costs ¥25,781.
YR W TSR] SR & Gad &H WIS 13,125 ($139.50) i 718 7 faws<dt 8, STafe
I RIS B B 25,781 B |

¢ Novo, which this week cut prices of Ozempic and Wegovy for the second time, is selling the
lowest Wegovy dose for ¥5,660 ($60 90) and the highest for 16,400 a month.

me@mm 3R AT ) N e, Fdl BT I B GRS

5,660 ($60.90) 3R I=H £16,400 Yfd ATE & 39 &1 5|

e Novo said it discourages any form of self-medication of semaglutide or deviation from the
indicated use on label.

et 3 Bl o 98 AuTerss Bt Wa-Rifeew a1 Rufva Iuai @ fasdt oft ueR & fageaa &t
galcaIed PRaT g

e |ndia could have more than 440 million overweight or obese people by 2050, one of the
world’s highest totals, according to The Lancet.

T A B SR, 2050 T HRe 3 440 FITrE @ aiffres aifires aor a1 Hied @ v @ @)
W% St g 7 g 3ifires B U i

e With local drugmakers flooding the market with cheaper weight-loss medicines, India’s drugs
regulator raised concerns about misuse.

R gal TSl §RT 9K 9o g™ arelt garsfi & HRAR & 91Y, HRd & &al Hamed A
GOUINT &I A fefell oS |

e “We understand the curiosity, but this cannot be a quick fix,” said Dr. Swati Pradhan, founder
of obesity and metabolic wellness clinic Live Light.

1S9 gC HieT 3R AemEiiee da-d faa-e Bt TRITD ST, TTfd YT = Hel, “gH
& YA 8, Al T8 Dis aRd THIU gl g1 T l”
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uranium from 60% to 90%

around 20 kilotonnes (k).

Bexon enrichment: mapping Iran S potentlal sprint to a nuclear bomb

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vasudevan Mukunth

Iran is expected to have
around 500 kg of uranium
enriched to 60%. U-235 is
the uranium isotope used
in nuclear weapons. En-
richment is the process of
increasing the quantity of
U-235 in the uranium mass.
The rest will be U-238,
which is a less efficient fis-
sile material.

A nuclear weapon
needs uranium to be en-
riched to 90%.

The International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has estimated Iran could
produce 25 kg for one
atom bomb in under 10

ys.
Both in June 2025 and in

the ongoing war, the U.S.
and Israel attacked Natanz
and Isfahan - two cities
known to host facilities
central to Iran’s nuclear
programme. However, it is
not clear how many centri-
fuges, the devices that en-
rich uranium, were des-
troyed. Details of damages
to other equipment have
also been muddled.

Once uranium is en-
riched to 90%, the urani-
um hexafluoride gas used
during enrichment needs
to be purified and turned
into a metal. This is gener-
ally expected to take a few
weeks, although more
modern technologies are
known to complete it in six
hours. Iran may already
possess them; if it doesn’t,
setting them up could take
afew months. Other equip-

ment include a cyclone
separator, steel containers,
and induction furnaces
plus a space the size of a
“large closet”.

The latter are the words
of Theodore Postol, profes-
sor emeritus of science,
technology, and interna-
tional security at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute  of
Technology (MIT), as spo-
ken in an interview on
YouTube.

Ideally, personnel han-
dle the uranium through
secure gloveboxes, and the
facility will have high-
grade filters and scrubbers
to reduce exposure to toxic
substances.

The next step is to wea-
ponise the uranium. While
the IAEA has estimated this
could take up to two years,
Prof. Postol argued that if

Critical site: A satellite image taken last month shows the Natanz

Nuclear Facility in Isfahan province, in central Iran. AFP

Iran is ready with the ne-
cessary equipment and
processes, it could weapo-
nise uranium  “within
weeks". To this end, again
in ideal conditions, skilled
personnel will need CNC
machine tools, two-axis
lathes, vacuum furnaces,

and isostatic presses. Ac-
cording to Prof. Postol,
these and other requisite
operations would be “doa-
ble in a tunnel with just a
few hundreds of square
metres of floor space”.

If Iran has enough cen-
trifuges to enrich 25 kg of

in two weeks, has mas-
tered weaponisation, and
has pre-stashed the equip-
ment, it could have a bomb
in 3-5 weeks. But if Iran’s
position is like that of a
new nuclear power, it
could take more than a
year.

Nuclear-capable state
Importantly, as Prof. Postol
said, if Israel strikes Iran
with a nuclear weapon,
there is no difference bet-
ween whether Iran res-
ponds in a matter of
months or days. The point
is that it’s a nuclear-capa-
ble state and, given enough
time, could wreak nuclear
havoc in return.

Iran could also skip
further enrichment and
use it directly to build a nu-

clear warhead. It will just
take more fissile material:
around 40 kg has been
shown to suffice for a wea-
pon with a kilotonne yield.

Prof. Postol also said
Iran could deliver the
bomb without having to
test it first if it uses the gun-
type design. This comes
with a caveat. This design
uses a conventional explo-
sive to blow two subcritical
masses of uranium togeth-
er within milliseconds.
Once the mass is supercrit-
ical, nuclear fission begins
and proceeds at an increas-
ing pace.

However, the design is
inefficient. According to
the International Panel on
Fissile Materials (IPFM),
around 50-60 kg of 90%
enriched uranium is re-
quired to achieve a yield of

Using the more efficient
but more complex implo-
sion-type design, where
one ‘shell’ of subcritical
uranium collapses on
another, for the same yield
will require 15-18 kg.

Finally, Iran has to deliv-
er the bomb. Research has
found that figuring out
how to miniaturise a bomb
to fit on a missile could
take years. Iran’s Shahab-3
missile can carry a payload
of up to 1 tonne and travel
more than 1,000 km. Ho-
wever, it’s not known if
Iran has successfully mat-
ed a sufficiently small nu-
clear warhead with the
missile.

Another possibility is
for Iran to load the bomb
on a ship and move it close
to enemy territory.

04A. Beyond enrichment: mapping Iran’s potential sprint to a nuclear bomb

gt | 3T YA 99 Bt 3R 3 Dt YA o WG BT AT RE

e Iran is expected to have around 500 kg of uranium enriched to 60%.

A F I TTHT 500 fHaRmT 60% Haftfa g 89 & JuE 3|

e U-235is the uranium isotope used in nuclear weapons.

U-235 a8 AW e § foraest Judi uar gRamy & faar o g1

e Enrichment is the process of increasing the quantity of U-235 in the uranium mass.
dadq (Enrichment) asm%mﬁq?ﬁmﬁ U-ZSSﬁﬂﬂTmGﬁﬁ%I
e The rest will be U-238, which is a less efficient fissile material.
et feT U-238 BN, STt HH TG fage-ita uenf g1
e A nuclear weapon needs uranium to be enriched to 90%.

TS WRHTY BRAR & forw R o1 90% I Yaftfa &= a<ads gidr |

e The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has estimated Iran could produce 25 kg
for one atom bomb in under 10 days.

SRS URATY Sl Guid! (IAEA) 7 STHM RTRI © b 331 10 fai & v wwa © 0p

TRATY &9 & forg 25 freram gl dar

P ghdl gl

e Both in June 2025 and in the ongoing war, the U.S. and Israel attacked Natanz and Isfahan
— two cities known to host faC|I|t|es central to Iran’s nuclear programme.

S 2025

ﬁa’rw%%mwﬁw%méﬁ%

e However, it is not clear how many centrifuges, the devices that enrich uranium, were
dest_royed. . . ]
BT U8 WY -8l § fb g o) Gaftid - aret foha A Twget 79 gul

e Details of damages to other equipment have also been muddled.

3 IUDHIN DI

U IHY BT fdarr

1t SRy B

3R A g ST H, 3ANT 3R SoRTSe - Adie 3R SEPET WR gHel fohal —

e Once uranium is enriched to 90%, the uranium hexafluoride gas used during enrichment

needs to be purified and turned into a metal.

TS ITH BT 90% T aTeid B o STl §, Al ST &1 T8 IH SRITFARISS 19 Bi

Y& P UG H 9o Usdl &

e This is generally expected to take a few weeks, although more modern technologies are
known to complete it in six hours.

Tg UfehaT IO $B TG ol 7, BTaliieh MY db-1b 34 B8 U H it 1 H= Faheit B

e Iran may already possess them; if it doesn’t, setting them up could take a few months.

JUd

gl

8 b M
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Other equipment include a cyclone separator, steel containers, and induction furnaces
plus a space the size of a “large closet”.

31 U T FIEFAT AUReR, T B IR TSI Bl vt &, ey o
TR & SHTDHR BT VI

The latter are the words of Theodore Postol, professor emeritus of science, technology, and
international security at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), as spoken in an
interview on YouTube.

78 HU REATSR uiRerd, St MIT # T3, URIFIeT SR SRS RéM & UIheR TARTH 3,
SRT e HI&ThR H el 7T

Ideally, personnel handle the uranium through secure gloveboxes, and the facility will have
high-grade filters and scrubbers to reduce exposure to toxic substances.

3MeR w0 §, HFHAR RATH P YR Taaaraq & Jead I JUTad & ok gfaer & fada
Terif & WU B HH B & T8 I TG a1l fhee 3R ThaR §1d ¢ |

The next step is to weaponise the uranium.

SATAT TR0 G fras Y AR F91HT (Weaponisation) §1

While the IAEA has estimated this could take up to two years, Prof. Postol argued that if Iran
is ready with the necessary equipment and processes, it could weaponise uranium “within
weeks”.

ST IAEA 3 A I © fob SUH S ATe &1 Tahd §, g1 WY, UReId &l A1 § b afe S
& U1 STIRID IUHRUT 3R UhaTT TR &, a1 98 9 “$S g9l & §IUIR &1 ThlT ¢ |

To this end, again in ideal conditions, skilled personnel will need CNC machine tools, two-
axis lathes, vacuum furnaces.

4% fore enmesf uRfRufadt & pera wHal & cne 7=iF ged, g-ufR Ay 3R g B
@1 SHTa=F el gIn|

Using the more efficient but more complex implosion-type design, where one ‘shell’ of
subcritical uranium collapses on another, for the same yield will require 15-18 kg.

fYH guTdt dfch Ffed SHAIH-YPR fEHT8- H, S8 U SU-SHdlaIds WHIH &1 IRd
R R R 8, T wfad & o 15-18 famy &t siaxadsan gt

Finally, Iran has to deliver the bomb.

3fd §, S ® §H UgAI g1

Research has found that figuring out how to miniaturise a bomb to fit on a missile could
take years.

MY I g1 =l 8 fb 90 B g # fbe o1 F e BYer 9911 avf &1 99g & 9o 8|

Iran’s Shahab-3 missile can carry a payload of up to 1 tonne and travel more than 1,000

km.

A P! ATETE-3 FAFTSH 1 T dh YR & S ¥ahel! § 3R 1,000 foreft & oif¥res gt qa =
qH B

However, it's not known if Iran has successfully mated a sufficiently small nuclear warhead
with the missile.

@Wwﬁ%%mﬁmﬁ%mmﬁM$mqmm%
g1 Tell

Another possibility is for Iran to load the bomb on a ship and move it close to enemy territory.
U 3 YU T8 § b S 90 D! SIgTol R ATCHR GRAT b & & HId o o |

Iran could also skip further enrichment and use it directly to build a nuclear warhead.

A 3T YT B BleHR 1Y URATY] IRES §91 & AT SHHT SUTNT IR ThT 7

It will just take more fissile material: around 40 kg has been shown to suffice for a weapon
with a kilotonne yield.

U foe o1t fadei uerd & sa=adhdl givi: T THT 40 foraiumy o fhdie emdr ard
SRR ¥ fare vafe A= m 31

Prof. Postol also said Iran could deliver the bomb without having to test it first if it uses the
gun-type design.

. IRl = g8 it BT b afe A T-e15v fEeires= &1 Suan #xar g, O 98 fomr wdiemr &
1t 517 ugan g ]

This comes with a caveat.

BIAifP 9P 1 TH Tara-t 4 ]
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This design uses a conventional explosive to blow two subcritical masses of uranium together
within milliseconds.

34 fEo ¥ URURS fahicd &1 ITIRT HRb &l SU-ATA TS JR-10H ST ol
firefiers & T 91 SieT ol |

Once the mass is supercritical, nuclear fission begins and proceeds at an increasing pace.
R & g GuRfehfede i1 3, TRATY] fags T 8 SffdT § 3R dofl ¥ daar 8|

However, the design is inefficient.

Il Ug fSoe &3 UMl g

According to the International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM), around 50-60 kg of 90%
enriched uranium is required to achieve a yield of around 20 kilotonnes (kt).
FeTRAd U9d 3T frarga e (1IPFM) & SR, TRTHT 50-60 fRaiumd 90%
Haftha gfrau & Saxaddr il § difds TRTHT 20 fhates (kt) Bt & UTe &t o1 9o |

If Iran has enough centrifuges to enrich 25 kg of uranium from 60% to 90% in two weeks,
has mastered weaponisation, and has pre-stashed the equipment, it could have a bomb in 3-
5 weeks.

I I & U T TSl § S &t gl | 60% | 90% d% 25 fpamy iy Jaffq
P THd §, 3R 3T SRR AU & AR 81RId &R &t 5, A1 98 3-5 §Udl H 99 o1 Iabvdl ¢ |
But if Iran’s position is like that of a new nuclear power, it could take more than a year.

Afee afe T Bt UMY T T8 wrmmy] wfaa SR 8, f 59 ue ad | Siftres gug o I B

Nuclear-capable state

TRHTU-H&H I

Importantly, as Prof. Postol said, if Israel strikes Iran with a nuclear weapon, there is no

difference between whether Iran responds in a matter of months or days.

HE@YUl &0 ¥, O 3 1. UREId 3 $gl, G FeIRTgd 3 IR URHATY] SRR J g0l 1 3,

@ ST B Tt usdr fb 33 HEHI | Siare T § a1 o 7

The point is that it’s a nuclear-capable state and, given enough time, could wreak nuclear

havoc in return.

;@mu‘g%ﬁm‘s’wmﬂ&mmé 3R Tyt e e UR ORET] faATRT R Had
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Plan to relocate Great Nicobar’s tribal communities stirs fresh concern

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

A draft plan outlining the
“relocation” of Nicobarese
tribal communities affect-
ed by the Union govern-
ment’s Great Nicobar Is-
land (GNI)
mega-infrastructure  pro-
ject “to their ancestral
lands” has created confu-
sion and is exacerbating
existing  apprehensions
among locals.

They have been, for four
years, protesting the clea-
rance for the ¥92,000-
crore project after with-
drawing their consent in
2022, alleging that their
forest rights had not been
settled.

This draft “Comprehen-
sive Tribal Welfare Plan”,
prepared by the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands admi-
nistration and circulated
on March 13 for consulta-

Great Nicobar, proposes a
42.52-crore outlay over 24
months for the “relocation
of Nicobarese tribal com-
munities from tsunami-af-
fected or project-impacted
areas”, which involves
housing, land develop-
ment and basic infrastruc-
ture.

However, details of
where the proposed relo-
cation will take place and
who will be relocated have
left members of the Tribal
Council of Great and Little
Nicobar confused, accord-
ing to Nicobarese com-
munity leaders who spoke
to The Hindu.

They said they were
handed a copy of the draft
plan on March 28 and have
since been called for two
meetings by the district ad-
ministration in Campbell
Bay to sign off on it. This
comes as the Union go-
vernment told a Calcutta

Green concerns: The draft was prepared by the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands administration. AFP

days to “demonstrate that
consent has been taken
from the tribal people” for
its project.

At a meeting on April 1,
the Tribal Council submit-
ted a letter pointing out
that some aspects of the
draft were unclear and re-
quested a Hindi translation

view the translated docu-
ment.

Notably, while the draft
plan states the GNI project
“involves relocation”, the
Centre has repeatedly said
the project would not “dis-
turb or displace tribes”.

On ancestral lands

plan was prepared after
Tribal Council leaders de-
manded a return to ances-
tral villages on the west
coast of GNI that were des-
troyed in the 2004 tsuna-
mi, after which communi-
ties were shifted to
encampments in Rajiv Na-
gar and New Chingenh
near Campbell Bay.

However, the draft plan
states, “The project in-
volves relocation to Rajiv
Nagar (32 households, 101
persons) and New Chin-
genh (30 households, 117
persons).”

In a section, the plan
proposes Pulobhabi for
“community purposes” of
residents in Rajiv Nagar, to
“facilitate periodic visits to
ancestral lands”, while ad-
ding, “an option shall re-
main open” for families to
return to ancestral villages
outside the project area.
For New Chingenh resi-

0ld Chingenh and Pulo Ba-
ha, but notes a final deci-
sion will be taken after as-
sessing land availability
and consultations, while
their existing accommoda-
tions will be upgraded.

Further, the plan lists all
enumerated families in Ra-
jiv Nagar and New Chin-
genh (62 families in total)
and then states: “Proposed
relocation site: Pulobhabi,
western coast of GNI”.

The tables in the draft
also add to the ambiguity:
allocations are made for
upgrading 62 homes and
building only 30 new
homes, while another sec-
tion states permanent shel-
ters “will be built for all 62
households” — neither part
explicitly mentions where
these homes would come
up. District authorities
have not yet responded to
The Hindu’s queries on
what exactly the plan

Council said Pulobhabi is
just one among several an-
cestral village sites, and the
proposal lists only about 13
pre-tsunami  Nicobarese
villages when there are ma-
ny more.

In New Delhi on March
20, Great and Little Nico-
bar Tribal Council chief
Barnabas Manju had said
the community has long
demanded a return to all
ancestral villages along the
west coast since displace-
ment in 2004.

Soon after the project
was granted Stage-l clea-
rance in 2022, the com-
munity withdrew their
consent, fearing that it
would encroach on their
forest lands, including an-
cestral villages, preventing
their return.

Council leaders say the
apprehension has been ex-
acerbated as the adminis-
tration has not clearly ex-

tion with line departments
and the Tribal Council of

High Court Bench on
March 30 that it needed 15

of it. They said they would
need at least a month to re-

According to a letter at-
tached to the draft, the

dents, the plan records
their desire to return to

proposes.
A leader of the Tribal

plained project
boundaries.

04A. Plan to relocate Great Nicobar’s tribal communities stirs fresh concern

U fPIEaR & TR JYeri & JarT B ai=1 A -3 fiar Uer 3t

e A draft plan outlining the “relocation” of Nicobarese tribal communities affected by the
Union government’s Great Nicobar Island (GNI) mega-infrastructure project “to their
ancestral lands” has created confusion and is exacerbating existing apprehensions among
locals.

%Wﬁﬁfﬁrﬁmﬂu(emﬁmmuﬁﬁw%wﬁaﬁaﬁwm
TYETal F “YaIq” BT WU URId HR dIei T AYIGT Ao, I I Ugs Y R d
aﬁﬁmm%meﬁuaﬁﬁwhg&n%aﬁ?ﬁqm&mmﬁ%

e They have been, for four years, protesting the clearance for the ¥92,000-crore project after
withdrawing their consent in 2022, alleging that their forest rights had not been settled.

3 fisd IR auf § 292,000 FAS Pt TRAISHT D! HoRt AT o & e fRly FR W@ €,
%c%zﬁau:ﬁﬂenﬁramﬂéﬁ$aﬁ, g 3RIT A §U fb 371 a1 RBRI &1 FueRT T8t
T T

e This draft “Comprehensive Tribal Welfare Plan”, prepared by the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands administration and circulated on March 13 for consultation with line departments and
the Tribal Council of Great Nicobar, proposes a 42.52-crore outlay over 24 months for the
“relocation of Nicobarese tribal communities from tsunami-affected or project-
impacted areas”, which involves housing, land development and basic infrastructure.

TR TEeT AT ST HeaTu e, R SIS 3R FeIaR g0 TRIEH gRT 3R T
T 3R 13 HT P G AT quT e FreieR STy uike & ar iR % ki gEiRd
foran T, 24 AEAT H 42,52 IRIS T & Y H1 UG Bl o, Forqw «F=mt yurfaa ar
gfEeET gUTfae &= |/ et serdta Jgerl & gAai” & e siam, Yl fier ok
Tt gtar wnfid g1

e However, details of where the proposed relocation will take place and who will be relocated
have left members of the Tribal Council of Great and Little Nicobar confused, according to
Nicobarese community leaders who spoke to The Hindu.
BT, URaTfad G-al &gl g 3R fas ATl o1 gai fasan s, 39 faaror 3 e oiR
fifed FrelaR &t et uiwe & Tewi &) Yiid & foar 8, or i e aqem &
Jareii 4 ¢ fgg A Pl

e They said they were handed a copy of the draft plan on March 28 and have since been called
for two meetings by the district administration in Campbell Bay to sign off on it.

I35 Fel fas 3¢ 28 ATE &I ARGl Aol &1 T fd <& 712 ot oiR 99 & 3% Fuda § F forem
TR RT 9 W gEIER B & oY & S3 ! & garn 1 g
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This comes as the Union government told a Calcutta High Court Bench on March 30 that it
needed 15 days to “demonstrate that consent has been taken from the tribal people” for its
project.

g 39 JHY G T4 &% INBR A 30 A/ I Hadhdl I <ATed it 4 oI 9ar i 39
3Ot gfeaSTT & fo <o femm & fo 15 fem anfet fs Sieordia @il & wgafa ot IS 81

At a meeting on April 1, the Tribal Council submitted a letter pointing out that some aspects of
the draft were unclear and requested a Hindi translation of it.

1 3151 b1 Socb H, SIS UREE 3 Ueh 0 el T fordl e & o ueqedi o Sy
AT T 3R 31 gl sgare T T
They said they would need at least a month to review the translated document.

I Bel fb raifed axaraw @ JHlen & o 3 HH J HH T HeH ! ATagHdl 81Tl

Notably, while the draft plan states the GNI project “involves relocation”, the Centre has
repeatedly said the project would not “disturb or displace tribes”.

&1 o a1y § {3 Tt wrier A &gl T © fb GNI URaiSTT “g ety nfire el &7, agl
Fg 3 IR-9R BT ¢ fob T8 URAISHT Sonfarat ol “TR a1 fariford 98 st

On ancestral lands

e YT

According to a letter attached to the draft, the plan was prepared after Tribal Council leaders
demanded a return to ancestral villages on the west coast of GNI that were destroyed in
the 2004 tsunami, after which communities were shifted to encampments in Rajiv Nagar and
New Chingenh near Campbell Bay.

TG & WY YU T U & SR, T8 1o 98 dUR Bt 718 Ofd SSIiTg IRSE & Aot 3
GNI & uf3rft ae W fRua Aqe il & dies & 7R 3t St 2004 & FATH F F¥ F1 U Y,
o 91¢ THerdl & $udd & F U Weid TR R =g g & s m o

However, the draft plan states, “The project involves relocation to Rajiv Nagar (32
households, 101 persons) and New Chingenh (30 households, 117 persons).”

STeiifeD, Frite drs el T R, trﬁqﬁwﬁmﬁawezqhaw 101 =afdT) SR =g
it e (30 ufYaR, 117 afd) & gafg @ g1

In a section, the plan proposes Pulobhabi for “community purposes” of residents in Rajiv
Nagar to “facilitate periodic visits to ancestral lands”, while adding, “an option shall remain
open” for families to return to ancestral villages outS|de the project area.

TP WS T, JiorHT garunlft &l Isid TR & Faml & “Aelide Se=ar & g gRdrad HRar
g, dlfe “Uges YW ! YHI-THY TR I B JAUSHS S0 S 97, 1Y gt g of st 8 fb
RTINS &5 & STeR Uqge TTial # dies &1 “faded a1 Q1"

For New Chingenh residents, the plan records their desire to return to Old Chingenh and
Pulo Baha, but notes a final decision will be taken after assessing land availability and
consultations, while their existing accommodations will be upgraded.

=1 g & FIaIR & 1y, T § aites Rl 3R get 98T & dies @1 I 5201 7ol 331 718
8, a1 I8 ft FgT T B % sifaw ot iy Iuatsar 3TR IRl & a1e foran sme, Sefds
I HISIET ST 1 I9d fpar S|

Further, the plan lists all enumerated families in Rajiv Nagar and New Chingenh (62 families
in total) and then states: “Proposed relocation site: Pulobhabi, western coast of GNI”.

g4 37cral, Ao 8 [oild TR @Tqﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬁmm (Pd 62 URAR) D! Yalldg
e 7 © SR AR el T R “TRAITAG YA et: qatuTeR, GNI T a3l e

The tables in the draft also add to the ambiguity: allocations are made for upgrading 62
homes and building only 30 new homes, while another section states permanent shelters “will
be built for all 62 households” — neither part explicitly mentions where these homes would
come up.

TIC & diferpTy Y SRgyar 9l 8 62 TR & I90H 3R Had 30 U W & a0 & forg
3fTde fo5aT T 8, STafdh U o We B %l T | fob =it et 62 uRaRt & forg e
STEY — g B foredt & oft Wy w0 @ g5 78} aamn man @ o 3 W wgt S e

District authorities have not yet responded to The Hindu’s queries on what exactly the plan
proposes.
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e A leader of the Tribal Council said Pulobhabi is just one among several ancestral village sites,
and the proposal lists only about 13 pre-tsunami Nicobarese villages when there are many
more.

ST URYE & T AT A Fg1 b garmit &% 9 i wielt § Y Hae U 2, IR vkara §

FHad T 13 Yd-GAH Fpiart miat &1 e oo man 8, Sefes T ok ot &% 7ia §
¢ In New Delhi on March 20, Great and Little Nicobar Tribal Council chief Barnabas Manju had
said the community has long demanded a return to all ancestral villages along the west coast

since displacement in 2004.

20 ATE ®I 15 el #, I 3R ffed FepeR SHeia uRve & U4 SRATEE Hel A H81 41
ﬁﬂ%jgarq 2004 T faR= & a1 9 ufdeft de & quft Oge Tidl & dies &t 37 de 985 I R
RGN

e Soon after the project was granted Stage-I clearance in 2022, the community withdrew their
consent, fearing that it would encroach on their forest lands, including ancestral villages,

preventing their return.

20221?;111@\?:11' %émn@ﬁaﬁ%gwaw e[ = Y- Tgafd auy o off, I8 S

g@gﬁﬁ%maﬂ@ Roraw Oge Tia off e €, WR SHfAsHHur S SR 3! Tt
|

e Council leaders say the apprehension has been exacerbated as the administration has not
clearly explained project boundaries.
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$C0mphance eased for
smanaging plastic waste

Companies that fail to meet their targets can carry forward the shortfall for up to three years;
o they can also meet their obligations by purchasing credits from others that exceed their targets

e

é

NEW DELHI

ndia’s latest amend-
l ment to its Plastic

Waste Management
Rules leaves headline recy-
clmg targets unchanged
but introduces a series of
provisions that allows com-
panies to shift their com-
pliance deadlines.

These provisions in-
clude allowing companies
that fail to meet their tar-
gets in 2025-26 to carry for-
ward the shortfall for up to
three years, provided they
make up at least a third of
the deficit annually. Prior
to this, companies were
bound to comply annually.

“The unfulfilled target
for the year 2025-26 may
be carried forward for
three subsequent years
starting 2026-27... provid-
ed that at least one-third of
the unfulfilled target is met
in each of those years, until
the entire carried-forward
target is achieved,” says a
gazette notification by the
Environment Ministry dat-
ed March 31.

The rules also formalise
a system of tradable certifi-
cates, enabling companies
to meet their obligations
by purchasing credits from
others that exceed their
targets. While this creates

P A0 s
The Rules require compames to collect and process the equtvalent
of 100% of the plastic they introduce into the market. KV.S. GIRI

flexibility and may reduce
compliance costs, it also
means firms are not neces-
sarily required to recycle
their own plastic footprint.

Targets also do not ap-
ply where other regula-
tions — for example, food
safety standards — restrict
the use of recycled plastic.
This could exclude signifi-
cant segments of packag-
ing from the mandate, par-
ticularly in the food and
beverage sector.

The 2026 amendment
retains a phased set of tar-
gets for recycled content
and reuse in plastic pack-
aging, continuing the tra-
jectory first introduced un-
der the Extended Producer

Responsibility (EPR) fra-
mework in 2022, which for
the first time specified col-
lection targets for plastic
waste producers and users
of plastic packaging.

For 2025-26, producers
and importers must ensure
that rigid plastic packaging
(Category I) contains at
least 30% recycled mate-
rial, rising to 60% by 2028-
29. Flexible plastics (Cate-
gory II) are subject to a 10%
requirement in 2025-26, in-
creasing to 20% thereafter,
while multi-layered plas-
tics (Category III) must
meet a 5% threshold, rising
to 10%. In parallel, the
rules mandate reuse obli-
gations for rigid packaging:

10% for smaller containers
(0.9-4.9 litres), 70% for
large water packaging, and
10% for large non-water
packaging in 2025-26, with
incremental increases over
time.

Category 1 includes PET
water or soft drink bottles
or HDPE milk bottles/
shampoo bottles. These
are the easiest to col-
lect. Category 2 includes
Plastic carry bags/ grocery
bags, snack or chips pack-
ets (single-layer flexible
film). Category 3 or multi-
layered plastic, such as
small cartons and foil
snack wrappers, are the
hardest to collect.

India’s plastic waste
rules require companies to
collect and process the
equivalent of 100% of the
plastic they introduce into
the market by 2024-25,
marking the final phase of
the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) rol-
lout. However, there is no
public evidence to suggest
that this target has been
fully achieved in practice.
No comprehensive public
dataset or official assess-
ment demonstrates sys-
tem-wide compliance, and
much of the reporting con-
tinues to rely on self-decla-
rations through a central-
ised portal.
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04A. Compliance eased for managing plastic waste

W $aR1 Y§YT & T SruTe | aier &f 18

Companies that fail to meet their targets can carry forward the shortfall for up to three years;
they can also meet their obligations by purchasing credits from others that exceed their
targets.

S Ut 3o d&dl B T HRA | A I8t §, 3 HHI Bl 19 a8 adb 31 JgT Tl §; d

;u%gﬁaﬁﬁqnmﬁ%%ﬁmaﬁqﬁﬁ@rmwm%ﬁ&mﬁa&u% e BRIt
I

India’s latest amendment to its Plastic Waste Management Rules leaves headline recycling

targets unchanged, but introduces a series of provisions that allows companies to shift their
compliance deadlines.

YR & WP HaRT yaee el & Tdian S=iem uga Smsfae dedl & saRafda
%@m% Qe HUTT BT STUTE BT FHIRIHT Saa B STHT o aTdt B T U Hdl

I
These provisions include allowing companies that fail to meet their targets in 2025-26 to carry
forward the shortfall for up to three years, provided they make up at least a third of the deficit
annually.
S Uy § 98 M § [ St duf-at 2025-26 7 30 760 IR 761 I U §, 3 8 &l o=
T qH ST T Thell 6, I d 8% I HH I HH Th-[IgT. HHl B DY
Prior to this, companies were bound to comply annually.
I Ugd, HUFl & o &R A1 SIUTe BT e Tl
“The unfulfilled target for the year 2025-26 may be carried forward for three subsequent years
starting 2026-27... provided that at least one-third of the unfulfilled target is met in each of
those years, until the entire carried-forward target is achieved,” says a gazette notification
by the Environment Ministry dated March 31.

TS 2025-26 F 1T 3quf A&T B 2026-27 T R BH A 3T o IS & AW 31 S o
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The rules also formalise a system of tradable certificates, enabling companies to meet their
obligations by purchasing credits from others that exceed their targets.

o SaTuTR v waEToTa @ el & oft shueiRe ¥ U < €, o dufat oue dea 9
31feres BTRIE R a1l § hiee WiadHR U @ IR HR Thd! ¢ |

While this creates flexibility and may reduce compliance costs, it also means firms are not
necessarily required to recycle their own plastic footprint.

BT ST TAIATI 31T § 3R SUTH ANTd &H g1 Tdball 7, Al 39T Aaas g o € fb
HUMHI! B 3T W & WRCH HaX B AARIDHA BT A gl |

Targets also do not apply where other regulations — for example, food safety standards —
restrict the use of recycled plastic.

&I Ig1 AN 6] B1d STaT 3 FRE — SR W GRET HIHS — JA-a-1hR0] @RS &
SUIRT Bl AT FRA 5

This could exclude significant segments of packaging from the mandate, particularly in the
food and beverage sector.

T A oM & Heagy! i3, fadiy =0 § @rer 3R 99 &7 ¥, 39 S arfar & 916R 8 9 8
The 2026 amendment retains a phased set of targets for recycled content and reuse in
plastic packaging, continuing the trajectory first introduced under the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) framework in 2022, which for the first time specified collection targets
for plastic waste producers and users of plastic packagi

2026 BT YN WIREH YT H GA-dIH BT Tt n@%?gﬁ JUANT & o TRUES el ol

N TG &, O 2022 H favaria SdTe® STREIAE (EPR) € & d8d = &I TS Q=1 &

gg@ﬁn% forem ugelt IR @R d HerT IATEH! 3R ITANTEarst & forg Tug e Fuiia
|

For 2025-26, producers and importers must ensure that rigid plastic packaging (Category I)
contains at least 30% recycled material, rising to 60% by 2028-29.

2025-26 & T, IATEH! 3R ATATAD! BT T8 YRYT HAT 81T b HR wiiReds Yabfor (Joft
) B HH I FH 30% TAGI-TH0T ATRR 81, S 202829 q 60% BT S|

Flexible plastics (Category Il) are subject to a 10% requirement in 2025-26, increasing to
20% thereafter, while multi-layered plastics (Category Ill) must meet a 5% threshold, rising
to 10%.

e wiies (ARt 11) & fAW 2025-26 ® 10% BT ATIRAHT B, 591G | 20% B S, Safe
IE-TR WIRED (AU 1) BT 5% JHAT T B! 81T, S 10% b S|

In parallel, the rules mandate reuse obligations for rigid packaging: 10% for smaller
containers (0.9-4.9 litres), 70% for large water packaging, and 10% for large non-water
packaging in 2025-26, with incremental increases over time.

1Y Y, Fom SR Yool & fore q=: Sua T g1 sifarf axd §: Bl de=RY (0.9-4.9
weR) & U 10%, 98 5d AT & forw 700, 3R 2025-26 W 8 R-57a1 b foiT & feorw
10%, Sl 9T & 1Y 91|

Category 1 includes PET water or soft drink bottles or HDPE milk bottles/shampoo
bottles.

goft 1 & PET UTHt a1 ATt f¥ 1 Sad a1 HDPE gu/RTg o1 diad Anfid ¢ |

These are the easiest to collect.

] U 1 Ta A gl g

Category 2 includes Plastic carry bags/ grocery bags, snack or chips packets (single-
layer flexible film).

oft 2 § wnfees $ FATHN I, VP 1 sy & WP (UHa-ud axitel fber) A 81
Category 3 or multilayered plastic, such as small cartons and foil snack wrappers, are the
hardest to collect.

%Qvﬂsma‘g'wﬂuw@a? SN B PTE 3R BIIA WP YUR, Bl THH BT Ga9 Hid il
|

India’s plastic waste rules require companies to collect and process the equivalent of 100% of
the plastic they introduce into the market by 2024-25, marking the final phase of the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) rollout.
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URA & WIReH HeR] Al & SHR HUFH DI 2024-25 TP S6R H SIAl 7Y 100% WIRED
& IR YU 3R YRRDHRUT HRAT A &, Sl Faarie SeTged ITReIAE (EPR) AR HA

BT 3ifaH TR

e However, there is no public evidence to suggest that this target has been fully achieved in

practice.

FIcIifp, THT PIs WAS- UHIU Ta1 & il Ig GRITT b I8 T16d FdeR H X e gIaie fobal

Tl

o No comprehensive public dataset or official assessment demonstrates system-wide
compliance, and much of the reporting continues to rely on self-declarations through a

centralised portal.

PIs IS Ao Sl e T BTG Jedich X

Rren o arura & el gfar 8, 8k

Sifereter fRaifé onft off Fsfipa Néa & wreny | W-Dwonsit R R A 71
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04A | Indigenous stealth frigate INS Taragiri commissioned

Tt W fbiie INS aRTRRY &1 S foar

04A | INS Aridhaman, nuclear-powered submarine, enters India’s naval fleet

INS S, TRHATV[-IETod UAgsl, YR T s | i

Indigenous stealth frigate

INS Taragiri commissioned

In a significant boost to India’s maritime security
and the ‘Aatmanirbharta’ initiative, the
guided-missile stealth frigate INS Taragiri was
commissioned into the Indian Navy at the
Eastern Naval Command base in Visakhapatnam
on Friday. The ceremony, attended by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, Chief of Defence Staff
General Anil Chauhan, and Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi, marked the
induction of a vessel that represents a
generational leap in naval engineering. Powered
by a combined diesel or gas propulsion engine
and equipped with supersonic surface-to-surface
missiles and advanced anti-submarine suites, the
frigate is now a cornerstone of the Eastern Fleet.

04A. Indigenous stealth frigate INS Taragiri
commissioned

et WX bl INS aRIRRY &1 St faar
T

¢ In a significant boost to India’s maritime security
and the ‘Aatmanirbharta’ initiative, the guided-missile
stealth frigate INS Taragiri was commissioned into the
Indian Navy at the Eastern Naval Command base in
Visakhapatnam on Friday.

YR BT T GR&MT 3R Srefnar vgda o e
AUl Serdl od gU, e ss-HuRd e il INS

AR &1 YehaR & fa=marga— fRya gdf = sam=
A R YR /1 A =it 3o

e The ceremony, attended by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan, and Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi, marked the induction of a vessel that represents a
generational leap in naval engineering.

T IARIE | &1 HAl Ier1Y R, D i fStha werw
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e Powered by a combined diesel or gas propulsion engine and equipped with supersonic
surface-to-surface missiles and advanced anti-submarine suites, the frigate is now a
cornerstone of the Eastern Fleet.

T ST a1 A MUeRM Fo gRT Jaferd 3R g I I8 W IR =+ ardt
frargal aur 39 ugsat eht yonfry ¥ o, I8 i o qdf 98 &1 U UgW W a9 T
§

INS Aridhaman, nuclear-powered

submarine,
{GS Ill: Internal Security

" Sumit Bhattacharjee
VISAKHAPATNAM

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh presided over a brief
ceremony to formally com-
mission the country’s third
nuclear submarine, INS
Aridhaman (S4), which is
the third in the Arihant-
class of SSBNs (Submersi-
ble Ship Ballistic Nuclear),
on Friday at
Visakhapatnam.

The vessel, being part of
the strategic weapons pro-
gramme, falls under the
domain of the Strategic
Forces and is part of the
country’s nuclear triad. As
per sources in the Navy,
the commissioning was not
made public and was car-
ried out quietly, but Mr.
Singh dropped enough
hints to acknowledge the
commissioning of the
vessel.

While the event was

= ~——eh

ceremony in Visakhapatnam. pTi

kept under wraps, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
posted a cryptic message
on X, describing the sub-
marine as: “It’s not words
but power, ‘Aridhaman’!”
Sources in the Navy said
that the commissioning of
INS Aridhaman was on the
cards, as the submarine
had already undergone ex-
tensive sea trials, and it

The nuclear submarine INS Aridhaman ahead of its commissioning

coincided with Mr. Singh’s
visit to Visakhapatnam for
the commissioning of the
stealth guided-missile fri-
gate INS Taragiri.

The closely guarded
SSBN project, initially
launched as the Advanced
Technology Vessel (ATV)
project, is being executed
by the Ship Building
Centre (SBC) in Visakha-

enters India’s naval fleet

patnam. The first vessel
was launched in July 2009
and was quietly commis-
sioned in 2016. The second
indigenously built SSBN,
INS Arighaat, was commis-
sioned in August 2024.

While Arihant and
Arighaat are smaller ves-
sels of about 6,000 tonnes,
Aridhaman (S4) and S4*
are bigger vessels of about
7,000 tonnes. The S4*
(which may be named Ari-
sudan) is currently under-
going sea trials.

Compared to its prede-
cessors, Aridhaman and its
successor S4* will have
more firepower.

India is already one of
the nations, along with the
U.S., Russia, China, and
France, to possess a nu-
clear triad capability,
which means it has the
ability to launch nuclear-
tipped missiles from air,
land, and sea.

04A. INS Aridhaman, nuclear-powered submarine, enters India’s naval fleet

INS 3R, TRHTY-IE1ford UAges!, YR AT 3 # =mfira

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh presided over a brief ceremony to formally commission the
country’s third nuclear submarine, INS Aridhaman (S4), which is the third in the Arihant-
class of SSBNs (Submersible Ship Ballistic Nuclear), on Friday at Visakhapatnam.

&1 T X1y RiE A YohaR o famamaa=a & <=1 &1 diast URHT] . INS SfRem=
(S4), 5t 3f¥ga-9uit & sseN (FanRisa Rru fafes gfeaa) & 9 7, &) shuaie
T Y HHH B b o Teb Tl JHRIG B S(eHard B

e The vessel, being part of the strategic weapons programme, falls under the domain of the

Strategic Forces and is part of the country’s nuclear triad.

Ig UId oo efR Srferd &1 3w 817 & SRUI R fore WIS & Sidfa sirar g oiR
T P TRATY T ((YfRTAR TTIS) FT e 8 |

e As per sources in the Navy, the commissioning was not made public and was carried out
quietly, but Mr. Singh dropped enough hints to acknowledge the commissioning of the vessel.
[ & IR, 39 D Fraoes I8! faT T 3R 3 U=y Fu far T,
A ot Rig A 3P HHIRIT DI WIHR I & fo1e v Hohd T
o While the event was kept under wraps, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh posted a cryptic
message on X, describing the submarine as: “It's not words but power, ‘Aridhaman’!”
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forer T gealt FT IUMH HXd gU Hal: “Tg Weg g dfewh e @, ‘SIRETT

Sources in the Navy said that the commissioning of INS Aridhaman was on the cards, as the
submarine had already undergone extensive sea trials, and it coincided with Mr. Singh’s visit
to Visakhapatnam for the commissioning of the stealth guided-missile frigate INS Taragiri.

T & G A Hal fb INS SifveT &1 HHIRE ugd ¥ q oT, i ugss 3 Ugd & Smud
T Tieor ¥ R o 3, 3R g 4 Rig @) R Mss-fAraga ke INs arifdt &
U & o fIemaT—4 am=T & Ty A @ 8|

The closely guarded SSBN project, initially launched as the Advanced Technology Vessel

(ATV) project, is being executed by the Ship Building Centre (SBC) in Visakhapatnam.

FHo! GRET | 3TN 7T SSBN UidietT, foi TRY T Teaivs SaIarsit d9d (ATV) TSI

?wﬁw%wm 1 Fwre faemaraaH o g fafeST Hex (sBC) gRT fovar ST 3@t
I

The first vessel was launched in July 2009 and was quietly commissioned in 2016.

Ugdl U S[aTg 2009 H @i fasar Tam o1 $iR 2016 T U=y HHA &t mai|

The second indigenously built SSBN, INS Arighaat, was commissioned in August 2024.

TR WeRh =u ¥ Fffd SSBN, INS Sif¥ere, BT AR 2024 T iR fasar T o |

While Arihant and Arighaat are smaller vessels of about 6,000 tonnes, Aridhaman (S4)
and S4* are bigger vessels of about 7,000 tonnes.

et 3f¥Ed 3T Sf¥ere T 14T 6,000 €9 & 31 UId &, g6t SR (S4) iR S4* AT
7,000 1 P < UId B

The S4* (which may be named Arisudan) is currently undergoing sea trials.

S4* (ST A SfgE 81 Tl 8) a9 H T Ut&un 3 o 618 |

Compared to its predecessors, Aridhaman and its successor S4* will have more firepower.
30 gdafdal &t e H, e 3R IUST STRIRIBRY sS4+ T SIS AR &rvar
(PTIRUTER) BRI

India is already one of the nations, along with the U.S., Russia, China, and France, to
possess a nuclear triad capability, which means it has the ability to launch nuclear-tipped
missiles from air, land, and sea.

YR Ugd 3 g 3AReT, =, T4 3R WBig & Iy 37 <=0 § MiAa € foras Uy uRumy 71
&mg,ﬁwaﬁ%ﬁ?aaw,mﬂqsﬁ?wﬁmmﬁaﬁaﬁmﬁﬁm
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